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GIL BLAS of Santillane. 
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[ Continuation of BOOK X.] 


CHA P.: 3 


What followed the marriage of Gil Blas and the fair An- 
toma, The beginning of Scipto's hiſtory, 


'0} the very next day after my marriage, the 
lords of Leyva returned to Valencia, after have 
ing given me a thouſand new marks of friendſhip ; 
fo that my ſecretary and I remained in the houle with 
our wives and ſervants only. 

The care which both of us took to pleaſe the la- 
dies, was not ineffectual; in a little time, I inſpired 
my wife with as much love for me, as I had for her; 
and Scipio made his ſpouſe forget the ſorrows which 
he had made her ſuffer, Beatrice, who had a phant, 
obliging temper, eaſily inſinuated herſelf into the fa- 
your, and gained the confidence of her miſtreſs. In 
ſhort, we agreed, all four to admiration, and began to 
enjoy a ſituation worthy of envy. All our days glided 
away in the moſt agreeable amuſements. Antonia 
vas naturally grave, 1 and I were very 
gay; and had we been otherwiſe, Scipio's preſence 

as enough to keep off melancholly. He was an 

+ incomparable. 
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6 The ADVENTURES of 


| — you maſt know that mine was an honeſt ſol- 


incomparable fellow for ſociety, one of thoſe comi- 
cal creatures, whoſe appearance alone can make a 
company merry. 

One day that we took a whim, after dinner, to 
go and take a ſieſto, in the moſt agreeable pou of 
the wood, my ſecretary was in ſuch good humour, 
that he baniſhed all deſire of fleeping, by his merry 
diſcourſe. * Hold thy tongue, friend, (ſaid I) or if 
thou art reſolved to keep us from taking our nap, en- 
tertain us with ſome ſtory worthy of our attention.“ 

« With all my heart, Sir (anſwered he): ſhall I 
recount the hiſtory of king Pelagius “?“ © I would 
rather hear thy own (I 1ephed); but that is a plea- 
ſure thou haſt not thought proper to give me, fince 
we lived together, nor ever will, I ſuppoſe,” And 
what is the reaſon ? (ſaid he) if I have not recounted 
my own hiſtory, 1t was becauſe you never expreſſed 
the leaſt defire to hear it; it is not, therefore, my 
fault that you are ignorant of my adventures; and if 
you are in the leaſt curious to know them, I am ready 
to ſatisfy your curioſity.” Antonia, Beatrice and J 
took him at has word, and diſpoſed ourſelves in or- 
der, to hear bis narration, which could not miſs of 
having a good effect, either in diverting, or lulling us 
aſleev. 

& Had it depended upon me, (ſaid Scipio) I ſhould 
have been the ſon of ſome grandee, or knight of Al- 
cantara, at leaſt; but as one does not chuſe his own 


dier 


* Pelagius, the firſt king of Leon, reigned in the 
eighth century: and he lived ſome time in ſubjection 
to the Saracens in Spain, but reſolving to ſhake off the 
yoke of ſuch barbarous tyranny, he put himſelf at the 
head of the chriſtians who had fled for refuge to the 
Auſtrian mountains, and being declared king, took 
arms againſt the Infidels; whom having vanquiſhed, 
in a bloody battle, he laid the foundation of the king- 
dom of Leon, in which he reigned twenty years, 
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dier of the holy brotherhood, Torribio Scipio by 
name, While he was travelling to and fro on the 
highway, where his proſeſſion obliged him, almoſt 
always, to be, he met by accident, one day, between 
Cuenca and Toledo, a young gipſy, whom he thought 
very handſeme. She was alone, on foot, and car- 
ricd her whole fortune in a kind of knapfack on her 
back: Which way do you go, my dear?“ ſaid he 
to her, ſoftening his voice, which was naturally 
rough. * Signior cavalier, anſwered ſhe, I am go- 
ing to Toledo, where I hope to gain an honeſt hve- 
lihood, in ſome ſhape or other.” „ That is a lauda- 
ble intention, he reſumed, and I don't doubt that 
you have more ſtrings than one to your bow.” * Yes, 
thank God, ſaid ſhe, I have more talents than one; 
I can compoſe pomatums and eſſences for the ladies 3 
I tell fortunes, turn the ſieve to find things that are 
loſt, and ſhew all that people want to ſee 1n a glaſs or 
mirrour.“ 

Torribio, concluding that ſuch a girl would be a 
very advantageous match for him, who could ſcarce 
live by his employment, though he was very dexterous 


at it, offered to marry her: ſhe accgpted the propo- 
fal, and they repaired with alMigence to Toledo, 
where they were w and 


ou ſee in me, the 
worthy fruit of theſe noble nuptials. They ſettled 


in the ſuburbs, where my mother began to ſell po- 
matums and eſſences; but that trade not anſweringy 
ſhe became fortune-teller. It was then that ſhe ſaw 
the crowns and piſtoles ſhower upon her; a thouſan# 
dupes of both ſexes ſoon raiſed the reputation of Cole 
colina, which was the gyplie's name. Some body 
came every day, to beg ſhe would employ her miniÞ- 
try for him: ſometimes, a needy nephew, who wane 
ted to know when his uncle, whoſe ſole heir he was, 
would ſet out for the other world: and ſometimes a 


girl, wifhing to know, if a certain cavalier, to whom 
ſhe had granted the favour, on promiſe of marriage, 
would keep his word. jv 
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The ADVENTURES of 

Pleaſe to obſerve, that my mother's prediQiong 

were always favourable to thoſe who ſollicited them: 

if they proved true, good and well ; but when they 
came back to reproach her, becauſe the contrary of 

| what ſhe had propheſied came to paſs ; ſhe anſwered 
| ; * coldly, that they muſt attribute it to the dæmon, who, 
| notwithſtanding the force of the conjurations that ſhe 
| 


employed to make him reveal what would happen, 
was ſometimes fo malicious as to deceive her. 
When my mother, for the honour of her profeſſion, 
thought ſhe mult make the devil appear in her opera- 
tions, Torribio Scipio always acted that part, which 
he performed perfectly well; the 1oughneſs of his 
Voice, and uglineſs of his face giving him an appear- 
ance ſuitable to the character which he repreſented, 
Thoſe that were in the leaſt timorous were always ter- 
rified by my father's figure. But one day, unfortu- 
nately, there came a brutal fellow of a captain to ſee 
the devil, whom he run through the body. The ho- 
ly office, informed of the devil's death, ſent its offi- 
cers to the houſe of Coſcolina, whom they ſeized 
with all her effects; and I, who was then but ſeven 
years old, was put into the hoſpital of * Los Ninos, 
There were in that houſe charitable clergymen, who, 
being well paid for the education of poor orphans, 
were at the trouble of teaching them to read and 
write, They looked upon me as a promiſing child, 
and, on that account, Yiftinguiſhed me from the reſt, 
by chufing me to run on their errands. They ſent 
me into the city with letters and meſſages ; and I 
made the reſponſes at maſs. By way of recompence, 
they undertook to teach me the Latin tongue; but 
they behaved ſo rudely, and treated me with ſuch 
rigour, notwithſtanding the ſmall ſervices I did them, 


morning early, when I was ſent out on an errand; 
and, far from returning to the hoſpital, quitted To- 


| 22 Tho! 
* Los Ninos, orphans, or rather boys, 


that, being no longer able to bear it, I ran away one 


edo by the, ſuburbs that lie on the Seville fide of the 
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GIL BL AS. 9 

Though I was ſcarce yet nine years old, I felt 
a ſenſible pleaſure in being free, and maſter of my 
own actions. I was without money, and without 
food; but what did that ſignify ? 1 had no leſſons to 
ſtudy, nor themes to compoſe. Aſter having walk- 
ed about two hours, my little legs began to refuſe 
their ſervice : I had never before made ſuch a long 
journey; and I found myſelf obliged to halt, and 
give them ſome reſt. I fat down under a tree. by 
the de of the road; there, for my amuſement, took 
my rudiments out of my pocket, and read it in ſport z 
then remembering the ſtripes and floggings which it 
had made me receive, I tore out the leaves, ſaying 
in great wrath ; * Ah, dog of a book } thou ſhale 
never make me ſhed tears again.” While I thus 
gluited my revenge, ſtrewing the ground about me 
with decienſions and conjugations, a hermit paſſed 
by, with a White beard, large ſpectacles, and a ves 
nerable air. He came up to me; and we examined 
each other with great eagerneſs. * My little gentle- 
man, ſaid he ſmiling; we ſeem to look at one ano- 
ther with great attention: I believe it would not be 
a bad ſcheme for us to hve together in my hermitage, 
which is not two hundred yards from hence.“ EF 
am your humble ſervant an{wered I, haltily : I have 
no ambition to be an hermit,” The good old man 
laughed at this reply; and embracing me, ſaid, Don't 
be frightened at my dreſs, my ſon; though it is not 
azreeavle, it is uſeful ; it makes me lord of a charm- 
ing retreat, and of the neighbouring villages ; the 
inhabitants of which love, or rather idolize me. 
Come along with me, added he, and I will give you 
2 jacket like this that I wear, If you chute it, you 
ſhall ſhare with me the ſweets of my retired life; and 
x you don't like it, upon trial, you ſhall not only be 
at liberty to leave me, but you may be alſo afſured, 
that J will not fail to give you a gratification at part» 
ing.“ I ſuffered myſelfto be perſuaded, and followed 
the old hermit, who aſked me ſeveral queſtions ; to- 
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which I anſwered with an ingenuity which I have 
not always preſerved in the ſequel. When we came 
tothe hermitage, he preſented to me ſome fruit, which 
I devoured, having eaten nothing the whole day but 
a morſel of dry bread, on which I had breakfaſted 


in the morning at the hoſpital. The anchorite, ſee+ 


ing me make ſuch good uſe of my jaws, ſaid, ** Coy. 
rage, my child; don't ſpare the fruit; I have ample 
proviſion of it, thank God; and I did not bring thee 
bither to let thee ſtarve.““ This was indeed very 
true; for in leſs than an hour after our arrival, he 


lighted a fire, ſpitted a leg of mutton : and, while I 


turned the ſpit, covered a ſmall table with a very dir- 
ty napkin ; upon which he laid two plates, one for 
himſelf, -and another for me. 

When the mutton was ready, he took it off the 
ſpit, and cut ſeme flices for our ſupper, which was 
hot a dry meal; for we drank excellent wine, of 
which alſo he had good ſtore. ** Well, my chicken 
(ſaid he, when we had done eating) art thou ſatished 
with my ordinary? This is the manner in which thou 
wilt be treated every day, if thou liveſt with me. 
Beſides, thou ſhalt do what thou pleaſeſt in this her- 
mitage.. All that I exact of thee, is, to accompany 
me when I go a-begging through the neighbouring 
villages ; and lead an aſs with two panniers, which 
the charitable peaſants uſually fill with eggs, bread, 
fleſh and fiſh. This is all I require of thee.” © ] 
will do every thing you deſire, I replied, provided you 
don't oblige me to learn Larin.'* Brother Chroſoſ- 
tom (that was the old hermit's name) could not help 
laughing at my ſimplicity, and aſſured me anew, that 
he did not intend to force my inclination. 

We went a-begging the very next day with the aſs 
which I led by the halter, and reaped a plentiful har- 
veſt; every peaſant being glad of an opportunity to 
put ſomething in our panniers ; one threw in a whole 
loaf; another, a large piece of bacon; a third, a 
partmidge: in ſhort, we brought home yietuals 

: enough 


uty to 
whole 
ürd, a 
iRuals 
nough 
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enough for eight days; a circumſtance that denotes 
the great friendſhip and eſteem that the country peo- 
ple had for the hermit, It is true, he was of great uſe 
to them, in giving them his advice when they came 
to conſult him, in re-eſtabliſhing peacg in families 
where diſcord reigned, in marrying their daughters, 
in furniſhing them with remedies for a thouſand 
ſorts of diſeaſes, and teaching prayers proper for bar- 
ren women, who wiſhed to have children. | 

By what 1 have ſaid, you fee that I was well fed 
in my hermitage : I was as well accommodated in 
point of ſleeping ; ſtretched upon good frefh ſtraw, 
with a cuſhion of coarſe cloth under my head, and 
a covering of the ſame ſtuff over my body, I made 
but one nap, which laſted all night long. Brother 
Chryſoſtom, who had promiſed to give me a hermit's 
garb, made one for me from an old robe that he uſed 
to wear, and called me little brother Scipio. As 
ſoon as I appeared in the villages, in that regular ha- 
bit, I was thought ſo handſome, that the aſs was bet- 
ter loaded than formerly : the buſineſs was, who 
ſhould give moſt to the little brother, with whoſe 
figure they were ſo well pleaſed, 

The eaſy idle life which I led with the old hermit, 
could not be diſagreeable to a boy of my age; accord- 
ingly, I liked it fo well, that I ſhould nave continu- 
ed there ſtill, if the Fates had not ſpun for me days of 
a very difterent kind; but the deſtiny which I was 
bound to fulfil, ſoon detached me from idleneſs, and 
made me quit brother Chryſoſtom, as you ſhall hear. 
I frequently perceived the old man at work upon the 
cuſhion that ſerved him tor a pillow ; he did nothing 
but ſew and unſew it; and I obſerved one day, that 
he put money into it. This remark was attended b 
a curioſity which I propoſed to gratity the very firſt 


journey he ſhould take to Toledo, whither he was 


wont to go once a week, I waited impatiemly for 
the day, without having as yet any other deſign than 
of ſatizfying my curioſity. Al length the old man ſet 
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out, and I ript up his pillow, where I found among 
the wool with hd. 4 it was filled, the value of about 
fifty crowns in different ſorts of coin. | 

This treaſure, in all propabiley, was the gratitude 
of the country people, whom the hermit had cured by 
his remedies, and of the women who had been bleſſed 
with children, by virtue of his prayers. Be this as it 
will, I no ſooner ſaw that it was money, which I 
could appropriate to myſelf with impunity, than my 
Egyptian diſpoſition preyailed. I was ſeized with a 
deſire of ſtealing it, which can be attributed to no- 
thing but the force of that blood which circulated in 
my veins. I yielded to the temptation without re- 
ſiſtance, ſecured the money in a kind of bag where 
we kept our combs and night-caps; then quitting my 
hermit's habit, and reſuming that of the orphan, I 
ran away from the hermitage, believing that J carried 
off in my bag the whole riches of the Indies. 

You have heard my beginning (continued Scipio), 
and I don't doubt that you expctt a train of facts of 
the ſame nature; your expectation will not be decety- 
ed; I have many more ſuch exploits to recount, be- 
fore I come to my laudable actions; but J will come 
to them at laſt; and you will fee, by my narration, 
that a rogue may very well turn an honeſt man. 

Child as I was, I was not fool enough to return to 
Toledo; that would have been expoling me to the 
chance of meeting brother Chryſoſtom, who would 
have made me reſtore my treaſure in a very diſagree 
able manner, I followed another road, which con- 
ducted me to the village of Galves, where I ſtopped 
at an inn, the landlady of which was a widow of forty, 
who had all the qualities requiſite for turning the pens 
ny. This woman no ſooner caſt her eyes upon mg, 
than judging, by my drels, that I was a fugitive from 
the orphan hoſpital, ſhe aſked who I was, and whi- 
ther I went? I anſwered, that having loſt both fs 
ther and mother, I wanted to go to ſervice, Chile 
(ſaid ſhe); canſt thou read ?” I aſſured her, that 
5s bot 
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5 both read and wrote to admiration. Indeed, I 
1 could form my letters, and join them in ſuch a man- 
| ner, as ſomewhat reſembled writing; and that is 
ge enough for the occaſion of a village tavern, I take 
5 thee into my ſervice (ſaid the landlady) thou wilt not 
2 be altogether uſeleſs, but ſhall keep an account of all 
* my debts active and paſſive. I will give thee no wages, 


* (added ſhe) becauſe the good company that come here 
never forget the ſervants; ſo that thou mayſt depend 


* upon receiving good perquiſites.“ 
5 I accepted the propoſal, reſerving to myſelf, as 
in you may well believe, the right of changing the air, 
og as ſoon as my ſtay at Galves ſhould become dilagree- 
58 able. When I found myſelf engaged in the ſervice 
2 of this inn, I became very uneaſy in my mind ; I 
N did not deſire to be thought a monied- man; and was 
ried very anxious to know where I ſhould conceal my 
hoard, ſo as that it ſhould beſecure from every ſtran- 
25 ger's hand. I did not as vet know the houſe well 
PIO} enough, to truſt to thoſe places which ſeemed moſt 
=: proper to ſecure it. With what perplexities are riches 


be attended! J determined, however, to put my bag in 
, a corner of our corn loft where there was ſtraw ; and 


kj believing it more ſafe there, than in any other place, 
"IN made myſelf as caſy as poſſible. There were three 
* ſervants in this houſe, a fat hoſtler, a young maid of 

che Galicia, and myſelf: each of us drew as much as we 
905 1 could from the travellers that halted, wheiher they 


came on horſeback or a foot. I commonly caught 
ſome halfpence of theſe gentlemen, when I brought 
in the bill; they gave ſomething alſo to the hoſtler, 


pes for taking care of their beafts : but as for the Galician, 

Gi who was the idol of all the carriers that paſſed, ſhe” 
peu got as many crowns as we'did farthings, Every pen- 
n me, 


ny that I received, I carried to increaſe my treaſure 
to the corn- loft; and the more I ſaw my wealth in- 
creaſe, the more did I feel my little heart attached to 
it: I ſometimes kiſſed the ſpecics, and contemplated 


B 3 the 


14 The ADVENTURES of 


| the different pieces with a degree of rapture which 


none but miſers can conceive. 


This affection for my treaſure obliged me to go and 


viſit it thirty times a day: I frequently met the lan. 
lady upon the flair ; and ſhe being naturally diſtruſt- 
ful, was curious one day, to know what it was that 
could bring me every moment to the corn loft, This 
ther therefo:e ſhe went, and ſearched every corner, 
imagining that I, perhaps, concealed in that nlace 
ſome things which I had ſtole in the houſe. She did 
not forget to remove the ſtraw that covered my bag, 
which having found, ſhe opened it; and ſcein 
crowns and piſtoles appear, believed, or P 
to believe, that I had ſtolen them from her. She 
ſeized the ſum total accordingly, then, calling me 
little wretch, and little raſcal, ordered the hoſtler, who 
was intirely devoted to her will, to give me fifty 
good laſhes, which when I had received, ſhe turned 
me out of doors, ſaving that ſhe would fuſfer no 
knave to live in her houſe. In vain did J proteſt that 
I had not robbed the landlady : ſhe maintained the 
contrary; and of courſe her word was believed ras 
ther than mine. Thus, brother Chryſoſtome's mo- 
ney paſſed from one thief to another. 

I lamented the loſs of my money, as a man mourns 
the death of an only child; and though my tears did 
Not retrieve what I had loſt, at leaſt they excited the 
compallion of ſome people who ſaw them ſhed; 
and, among others, of the curate of Galves, who 
was paſling by chance. He ſeemed moved at my 
melancholy condition, and carried me along with 
him to the parſonage; where, in order to gain my 
confidence, or rather to pump me, he began by pi 
tying my ſituation. How much (ſaid he) does this 

oor child deſerve compaſſion! It is not ſurprizing 
if, abandoncd to himſclt in ſuch a tender age, he has 
committed a bad action. Moſt men find it difficult 
to live honeſt through the whole courſe of their lives.” 
Then, addreſſing himſelf to me, My ſon (added he) 
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from what part of Spain do you come, and who are 

our parents? You ſeem to be of ſome good family. 
Tell me ingeniouſly, and be aſſured that I will not 
abandon. you.“ | 

The curate, by this politic and charitable diſcourſe, 
engaged me inſenſibly to diſcover all my affairs with 
great ſincerity, I made a general confeſſion, After 
which he ſaid, “ Friend, though it does not become 
hermits to hoard up money, that does not leſſen your 
crime; in robbing brother Chryſoſtom, you have 
tranſgreſſed that article of the decalogue which forbids 
thef:; but the landlady ſhall reſtore the money, Which L 
will ſend to the hermit ; ſo that your conſcience may 
be eaſy on that ſcore.” But this, I ſwear, was the 
leaſt of my uncaſineſs. This curate, who had a defi 
of his own, did not ſtop there: “My child, ſaid he, 
I intereſt myſelf in your behalf, and will procure a 
good place for you. I will to-morrow fend you 
by a carrier to my nephew, who 1s a canon of the 
cathedral of Toledo: he will not refuſe, at my re- 
quelt, to receive you in the number of his lacqueys, 
who live plentifully, like ſo many incumbents, on 
the revenue of his prebend ; you will be perfectly well” 
ſituated, I can aſſure you.” | | 

I was ſo much conſoled by this affurance, that I 
no longer thought of the bag, nor the ſtripes which I 
had received, my mind being wholly poſſeſſed with 
the pleaſure of living like an incumbent. Next day, 
while I was at breakfaſt, a carrier came to the par- 
ſonage, according to the curate's orders, with two 
mules bridled and ſaddled. I was helped on the one, 
the carrier: mounted the other, and we ſet out for To- 
ledo. My fellow-traveller was a fellow of humour, 
who liked nothing better than to make himſelf merr 
at another's expence. “ My little junior, ſaid he, 
you have a good friend in the curate of Galves: he 
could not give you a better proof of his affection, than 
that of recommending you to the ſervice of his ne- 
phew the canon, whom I have the honour to know, 
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nod who is, without contradiction, the pearl of the 


whole chapter. He is none of thoſe devotees whoſe ' 


55 and meagre faces preach up mortification. He 
as a capacious countenance, a roſy complexion, a 
merry look, is a jovial ſoul, who enjoys the preſent 
Hour, and in particular loves good cheer. You will 
Iive in his houſe like a little a prince.“ 

The rogue of a carrier perceiving that I liſtened 
with great ſatisfation, continued to extol the happi- 
neſs I ſhould enjoy in the canon's ſervice; and did 
not leave off ſpeaking, until we arrived at the village 
of Obiſa, where we ſtopt a little to bait our mules, 
The carrier, while he walked about in the inn, let 
Fall by accident, out of his pocket, a paper, which I 
was cunning enough to pick up, without being ob- 
Jerved, and which I found mcans to read while he 
was in the ſtable. It was a letter directed to the 
Prieſts of the orphan hoſpital, and conceived in theſe 
terms: 


" Entlemen, I thought I was bound in charity 
i to ſend back to you a little knave, who is 
a run-away from your hoſpital. He docs not ſeem 
to want capacity, but deſerves to be carefully 
« mewed up; and I hope, that by proper correction 
« he will in time do well. That God may preſerve 
„your pious and charitable worſhips, is the pray- 
f | 


The Curate of Galves.“ 


When IT had read this letter, which informed me of 
the curate's good intentions, I did not long heſitate. 
To leave the inn, and gain the banks of the Tagus, 
which was more than a league from thence, was the 
work of a moment. Fear len! me wings to fly from the 
prieſts of the orphan hoſpital, to whom I would by no 
means return, ſo much was I diſguſted with their man- 
ver of teaching the Latin tongue, I entered Toledo 
' 25 
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* as gaily as if T had known where to board. True, it 
We is a city of benediction, in which a man of genius, re- 
He duced to the neceſſity of living at his neighbour's ex- 


pence, cannot die of hunger. Scarce had I arrived in 
the market-place, when a well-dreſſed cavalier, whom 
nl 1 paſſed, laid hold of my arm, and ſaid, “ Harkee, 

my boy, will you ſerve me? I ſhould be glad to have. 
ll ſuch a lacquey as you.” * And I ſhould be glad 
anſwered I) to have ſuch a maſter-as you.” Ik 
lid that be the caſe (he reſumed) thou art mine from this 
moment. Follow me.” This I did, without mak», 


of ing any further reply. | i 
Tet This cavalier, who might be about thirty years of 
h1 age, and was called Dan Abel, lodged iu a houſe, 
1 5 where he poſſeſſed a very handſome apartment. He 
be was by profeſſion a gameſter, and we lived together 
the in this manner: in the morning, I cut as much to- 
\cle bacco lor him, as would fill five or fix pipes, bruſh» 
ed his cloaths, and went for the barber to ſhave him, 
and dreſs his whiſkers, After which, he went out, 
rity aud made a tour among the tennis courts, from 
9 whence he returned about eleven or twelve 9'clock 
could at night. But each morning bctore he went out, he 
ally gave me three royals lor my day's expence, leaving 
tion me At liberty to do what I would. until ten o'clock 
erve at night. He was very well ſatisfied with me, pro- 
rays vided he found me at home when he returned, He 
| ordered a doublet and hole of livery to be made for. 
es me, fo that I looked like the page of a lady of the 
town, I was very well ſatisfied with my place, and 
e of certainly I could not have found one more agreeable, 
tate, to my humour. TR 
Js I had led this happy life almoſt a whole month, 
he when my maſter aſked if I was pleaſed with his he- 
1 the haviour- | anſwered, that I could not be more ſo. 
y no Well then (he reſumed) we ſhall ſet out to-morrow 
8 for Seville, whither my affairs call me. Thou wilt 


not be ſorry to fee that capital of Andaluſia. 
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He that bath not Seville ſeen, 


— (faith the proverb) 
| Is no traveller, I ween.” 


I aſſured him, that I was ready to follow him 
Whitherſoever he ſhould go. That very day the 
Seville carrier came to his lodging, to fetch a large 
roffer that contained all his moveables ; and in the 
morning we ſet out for Andaluſia, | 

Signior Don Abel was fo lucky at play, that he 
never loſt, except when he choſe to loſe, This ta- 
Jent often obliged him to change his habitation, that 
he might avoid the reſentment of dupes; and this 
was the cauſe of our preſent journey, Being arrived 
at Seville, we took lodgings near the gate of Cordo- 
va, and began to live as we had lived at Toledo : but 
my maſter found a difference between thoſe two ci- 
ties. In the tennis court of Seville, he met with 
gameſters who played as ſucceſsfully as he, fo that 
he came home ſometimes very much out of humour, 
One morning, being chagrined at loſing an hundred 
piſtoles, which he ventured the preceeding day, he 
- aſked why I had not carried his dirty linnen to a wo- 

man whom he employed to waſh and perfume it. 
I anſwered, that I had forgot. Upon which, falling 
into a paſſion, he gave me half-a dozen boxes on the 
face, ſo rudely, that he made me fee more candles 
than ever burnt in Solomon'e temple, © There, little 
wretch, ſaid he, there 1s ies, e to make you 
mind your buſinefs. Mult 1 be always at your tail, 
to tell vou what vou have to do? Why are you not 
2s ready to work as to eat? are you ſuch a beaſt, as 
to be incapable of anticipating my orders and occa- 
fions ?” So laying, he went out of his apartment, 
leaving me very much mortified at the blows I had 
received for ſuch a flight fault. I don't know what 
adventure happened to him ſoon after in the tennis- 
court, but one evening he came home very much 
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Italy, and muſt embark the day after to-morrow, in 
a ſhip bound for Genoa. I have my own reaſons for 
making that voyage; wilt thou not accompany me, 
and lay hold of ſuch a fair occaſion to ſce the molt de- 
lightful country in the world ?” I aid I would, but 
at the ſame time propoſed to diſappear juit when he 
intended to embark. I thought I would revenge my- 
ſelf of him in this manner, and was very well pleaſed 
with the ſcheme, which I could not help imparting to 
a profeſſed bravo whom I met in the ſtreet; for ſince 
my arrival at Seville, I had contracted ſome bad ae- 
quaintances, and this in particular. I told him in 
what manner, and for what I had been buffetted, then 
communicated my defign of leaving Don Abel when 
he ſhould be juſt ready to go on board, and aſked his 
opinion of my reſolution. 

The bravo frowned while he liſtened to me, and 
twitled the curls of his muſtachio ; then blaming my 
maſter with an air of gravity: „ Little gentleman, 
ſaid he, you are diſhonoured for ever, if you relt:i& 
3 to that frivolous revenge which you have 

atched, It is not enough to let Don Abel depait by 
himſelf; that it would not be puniſhment futhcient,s 
The chaſtiſement muſt be proportioned to the injury. 
Let us therefore carry off his goods and money, 
which we will ſhare like brothers after he is gone.“ 
Although I wes naturally inclined to thieving, I Wes 
f:ipghtened at the propoſal of ſuch an important rob- 
bery. Nevertheleſs, the arch rogue who made it, 
did not fail to perſuade me to it; and you ſhall hear 
the ſucceſs of our enterprize. The bravo, who was a 
big ſtrong fellow, came to our lodgings. next day in 
the twilight, when 1 ſhewed him the coffer in Which 
my maſter had already ſecured his effects, and aſked 
if he could carry ſuch a weight. ** Such a weight! 
(ſaid he) know, that when the buſineſs is to carry off 
the goods of another, I can lift Noah's ark.” So ſay- 
ing, he flung the coffer on his ſhoulders with esſe, 
and went down ſtairs with it upon tip-tocs, I tol- 
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lowed him with ſome caution, and we were juſt going 
out at the ſtreet- door, when Don Abe}, brought this 
ther ſo ſeaſonably by his good genius, appeared all of 
a ſudden. : 
© Where art thou going with the coffer ?” (ſaid he) 
I was ſo confounded, that 1 ſtood ſilent, and the bravo 
ſeeing the affair miſgive, threw down his load, and 
betook himſelf to flight, in order to avoid explana- 
tions. Where art thou going with the coffer ?“ 
(ſeid my maſter for the ſecond time) * Sir, (anſwered 
J, more dead than alive) I am going to carry it on 
board of the ſhip in which you are to embark for 
Italy.” © Ha! he replied, doſt thou know in what 
ſhip I intended to ſail ?” „ No, Sir, faid I, but 1 
have a tongue in my head, and I ſhould have enquired 
at the harbour, where ſomebody would have certainly 
told me.” At this my anſwer, which he ſuſpected, 
he darted ſuch a furious look at me, that I was afraid 
of a ſecond beating. Who ordered you, cried he, 
to bring my coffer out of the houſe ? “ You yourſelf, 
121d I. Don't you remember how you upbraided me 
ſome days ago? Did not you ſay, while you beat me, 
that you expected I would prevent your orders, and 
do what was proper for your ſervice of my own ac- 
cord? Now, it was in conſcquence of this diiection, 
that I employed one to carry your coffer to the ſhip." 
The gameſter obſerving, that I was more miſchievous 
than he imagined, diſmiſſed me immediately, ſaying, 
with an air of indifference, © Go, Mr. Scipio, and 
heaven be War guide. I don't chooſe to play with 
people who have ſometimes a card too many, ſome- 
times one too few. Get out of my fight, added he, 
in another tone, leſt J make you ſing without your 
gamut.” I ſaved him the trouble of repeating his 
commands, and got off in a twinkling, being woun- 
dily afraid that he would ſtrip me of my clothes, 
Which, however, he luckily ſpared. I walked along 
WM the ftreet, conſidering where I could lie, with my two 
W ay als, which conſtituted my whole ſtock, 1 arrived 
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at the gate of the archbiſhop's palace; and as his 
grace's ſupper was then dreſſing, an agreeable favour 
iſſued from the kitchen, and diffuſed itſelf a whole 
league around. Zooks, ſaid I to myſelf, I ſhould 
like to diſpatch one of thoſe ragouts which ſalute my 
noſc. I ſhould even be contented with an opportus / 
nity of dipping my four fingers and thumb in it. 
What ! can't I fall upon ſome method of taſting theſe 
dainties that ſmell fo agreeably ? the thing does not 
ſeera impoſſible. I wheited my imagination accord- 
ingly, and, by dint of muſing, hatched a trick, which 
I immediately put in practice, and which ſucceeded 
to my wiſh. I entered the court of the palace, and 
running towards the kitchen, cried as low as I could, 
Help! help! as if I had been purſued by ſome aſſaſ- 
lin. 1 
At my repeated cries, Mr. Diego, the archbiſhop's 
cook, with two or three ſcullions, came running out 
ts know the cauſe; and ſeeing hobody but me, aſked 
„% why I made ſuch a noiſe.” „ Ah! Sir, ſaid 1, 
pretending to be frightened almoſt out of my wits, 
for the love of St. Polycarp, pray ſave me from the 
fury of a perſon that wants to kill me.“ „Where is 
this bravo ? cried Diego; you are quite alone, without 
ſo much as a cet at your heels. Go, my child, lay 


ahde your fears, It was probably fome body who 


wanted to territy you for his diverſion, and who did 
well not to follow you into this palace; for, if he had, 
we ſhould have cut off his ears.“ „ No, no, {aid 1 
to the cook, he did not purſue me for his diverſiog. 
He is a big, ill-looking fellow, who intends to ſtrip 
me, and waits hard þy in the ſtreet to catch me as 1 
go Out.” © He ſhall wait a long time then, he re- 
plied, for you ſhall ſtay here till to-morrow, and want 
tor neither ſupper nor bed,” vr 

I was tranſported witch joy when I heard theſe 
words; and it was a raviſhing fight to me, when, be- 
ing conducted into the kitchen by Mr, Diego, I be- 
heid the preparations for his grace's ſupper. I "= 

One 


22 The ADVENTURES of 


oned fifteen perſons at work, but I could not number 
the diſhes that I ſaw, ſo careful had providence been 
in behalf of the archbiſhop. It was then, that ſeaſt- 
ing upon the ſteams of the ragouts, which I had only 
ſmelled afar off before, I became acquainted with 
ſenſuality. I had the honour to ſup and fleep with 
the ſcullions, whoſe friendſhip I gained to that de- 

ree, that next day, when I went to thank Mr. Diego 
Ne the aſylum he had ſo generouſly afforded, he ſaid, 
& Our kitchen-lads tell me, they would be glad to 
have you for a comrade, they like your humour fo 
well : would you chooſe to be their companion?” I 
anſwered, <© That if I gnjoyed that piece of good for. 
tune, I ſhould think myſelf perfectly happy.” If 
that be the caſe, my friend, ſaid he, look upon your- 
ſelf, from this moment, as an officer of the palace.” 
So ſaying, he went and preſented me to the major- 
domo, who, on account of my ſprightly look, judged 
me worthy to be received among the turn-ſpits.” 

I was no ſooner in poſſeſſion of ſuch an honour. 
able employment, than Mr. Diego, according to the 
cuſtom of cooks in great families, who privately ſend 
victuals to their miſtreſſes, choſe me to carry to a cer- 
tain lady in the neighbourhood ſometimes loins of 
veal, and {ometimes fowl or veniſon. This good lady 
was a widow, ſcarce turned of thirty, very handſome, 
very ſmart, and, to all appearance, not over faithful 
to her cook, who not only furniſhed her with vic- 
tuals, bread, ſugar and oil, but alſo provided her in 
good wine, all at the expence of the archbiſhop. 

I was effectually improved in the palace of his grace, 
where I played a very pleaſant prank, which is ſtill 
ſpoken of at Seville. The pages, and ſome other do- 
meſtics, in order to celebrate their maſter's birth day, 
took it in their heads, to repreſent a comedy. They 
choſe that of the Benavides*; and as they had occaſion 


* Benavides, the firname of a noble family in 


Spain, deſcended from Alonſo the Ninth, king of 
Caltile, for 
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for a boy of my age, to play the part of the youns 
king of Leon, they caſt their eyes upon me. The 
major-domo, who piqued himſelf upon his talent © 
declamation, undertook to inſtruct me, and after he 
had given me a few leſſons aſſured them, that I would 
not be the worſt actor in the play. As our maſter 
was at the expence of the entertainment, no coſt was 
ſpared to render it magnificent. A theatre was built 
in the largeſt hall of the palace, and decorated with 
great taſte. There was a bed of turf made in the back 
ſcene, on which I Was to appear aſleep, and the Moors 
fall upon me to make me priſoner. When the actors 
were perfect in their parts, the archbiſhop fixed the 
day for the repreſentation, and did not fail to invite 
the molt conſiderable noblemen and ladies of the city 
to come and ſce it. The day being come, each actor 
was buſied with his dreſs. As for mine, it was 
brought to me by a taylor, accompanied by our ma- 
jor-domo; who, having been at the trouble of teach» 
ing me my part, was alſo pleaſed to ſuperintend my 
dreis, The taylor cloathed me with a rich velvet 
robe, trimmed with gold-lace and buttons, with hang< 
ing ſleeves adorned with fringe of the ſame metal; 
and the major-domo himſelf placed upon my head a 
crown of paper, powdered with a quantity of fine 
pearls, intermixed with falſe ſtones. Beſides, they 
girded me with a {aſh of pink-culoured ſilk, wrought 
with ſilver flowers; and every thing they ſaid to me, 
ſeemed to lend me wings to run away with the plun- 
der. At length the play began about twilight. TL 
opened the ſcene, by pronouncing ſome verſes, im- 
porting, that being unable to keep myſelf awake, I 
was going to abandon myſelf to ſlumber; at the ſame 
time, I withdrew, and laid down on the bed of turf 
which had been prepared for me ; but inſtead of fall- 
ing aſleep, I began to conſider how I could get into 
the ſtreet, and eſcape with my royal robes. A little 
private flair that let down under the theatre, into the 
ball, ſeemed proper for the execution of my —_ 

a0 
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I accordingly got up nimbly, and ſeeing that no body 
took notice of me, ſhipt down that ſtair Which con- 
duced me into the hall, the door of which I gained, 
crying, Room, room, I am going to change my 
dreſs.” Every one made way for me, ſo that in lels 
than two minutes I got out of the palace with impuni- 
ty, and by favour of the niglit, repaired to the houſe 
of a bravo of my acquaintance. 

Hie was perfectly altoniſhed to {ce me in that garb; 
and when I imparted the affair, he laughed until he, 
was ready to burſt ; then embraciag me with ſo much 
the more joy, as he flattered himſelf with the hope of 
ſharing the —— of the king of Leon, he congratulated 
me on having performed ſuch a fine ſtroke, and told 
me, that if I went on at that rate, my genious would 
one day make a great noiſe in the world. After we 
had ſuthciently made ourſelves merry, © What ſhall 
we do with this rich dreſs?“ (ſaid Ito the bravo) who 
anſwered, „Give yourſelf no further trouble on that. 
ſcore, I know an honeſt broker, who, without ex- 
preſſing the leaſt curioſity, buys every thing that is 
brought to him, provided he likes the bargain; to- 
{ morrow morning I will go and bring him hither,” 
In effect, the bravo went out next day early, leaving. 
mea: bed in his room, and in two hours returned with, 

W- the broker, who carried a yellow bag under his arm. 
& Friend, ſaid he to me, tbis is Signior Y bagnez de 
Segovia, who, in ſpite of the bad example ſhewn by 
his brethren of the trade, deals with the molt ſcrupu- 
lous integrity. He will tell you to a farthing the va- 
lue of this dreſs that you want to part with, and you 
may depend upon his eſtimation.” „ Yes, certainly, 

| ſaid the broker, I muſt be a wretch indeed, if I prized 
a thing under the true value. That is a crime with 
9 which I never was taxed, thank God, and no man 
WJ ſhall ever lay it to the charge of Y baguez de Segovia. 
Leet us ſec the goods you want to ſell, and I will con- 
ſcientioully tell you what they are worth,” Here 
they are, {aid the bravo, ſhewing them, and you wa 

IA allow 
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allow, that nothing can be more magnificent: obſerve 
the beauty of that Genoa velvet, and the richneſs of 
the trimming.” I am quite charmed with it! re- 
plied the broker, after he had viewed it attentively, 
nothing can be finer.” “ And what do you think of 
the pearls of this crown ?“ (reſumed my friend) « F 
they were more round (ſaid Y bagnez) they would be 
ineſtimable: however, luch as they are, I think them 
very pretty, and like them as well as the reſt of the 
dreſs. I ſcerely own it (continued he) another rogue 
of a broker in my place would pretend to deſpiſe the 
merchandize, that he might have it cheap, and would 
not be alhamed of offering twenty piſtoles ſor it; but 
I, who have ſome conſcience, will give forty.” 

If Ybagnez had ſaid an hundred, he would not then 
have been a juſt appraiſer; ſince the pearls, alone, 
were well worth two hundred crowns. The bravo, 
who had a fellow-feeling with him, ſaid to me, 
« You ſee how fortunate you are in falling into the 
hands of an honeſt man. Signior Ybagnez prizes 
every thing as if he was upon his death bed.“ “ That's 
true, ſaid the broker, and therefore I never riſe or fall 
a farthing in my price. Well, added he, is it a bar- 
gain? Shall I count the money to you?“ © Stay, re- 


pied the bravo, my friend mult fiiſt try on his ſunt 


of clothes, which I deſired you to bring for him. 
I am miſtaken if they won't fit him exactly.“ 
Then the broker, untying his bundle, ſhewed me a 
doublet and hoſe, of a very good dark coloured cloth, 
with ſilver buttons; the whole ſeemingly half worn. 
I got up to ty this dreſs, which, though both too 
long and too wide, appeared to theſe gentlemen, to 
have been made on purpole for me Y bagnez rated 
11 at ten piſtoles; and as he never abated one-farthing 
of what he aſked, we were obliged to comply with his 
valuation. So he took thirty piſtqqcs out of his purſe, 
and ſpread them upon the table; alter which, he made 
another bundle of my crown and royal robes, which 
he carricd off accordingly, N 

When 
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When he was gone, the bravo ſaid, “ Iam very 
well fatished with this broker.“ And good reaſon he 
had to be ſo: for,'I am ſure, he gave him one hun- 
dred piſtoles, at leaſt, by way of gratification. But 
he was not contented with that ſum : he took, with- 
out ceremony, the half of the money that lay on the , 
table, leaving the other half to me, and ſaying, “ My 
dear Scipio, with theſe hficen piſtoles that remain, I 
adviſe you to quit this city forthwith; for, you may 
be aſſured that the archbilhop will give orders to 
ſearch for you every where. I ſhould be extremely 
mortificd, if, aſter having ſignalized yourſelf by an ac» 
tion, which will do honour to your hiſtory, you 
ſhould fooliſhly ſuffer yourſelf to be apprehended.” 
I anſwered. that I was fully reſolved to leave Se- 
ville; and, in effect, after having bought a hat and 
ſome ſhirts. I gained the vaſt and delightful plain that 
firetches among vines and olives, to the ancient city 
of Carmona, and, three days after, arrived at Cor- 
dova *. 

] lodged at an inn, as you enter the great ſquare 
where the merchants live; and gave myſelf out for 
the ſon ofa good family at Toledo, who travelled for 
my pleaſure. 1 was well enough cloathed to make 
people believe this ſtory, and the landlord was finally 
convinced, by the fight of ſome piſtoles, which I let 


'* Cordova, the ancient Corduba, a city of Anda- 
luſia, upon the banks of the Guadalaquiver: formerly 
the reldence of the Mooriſh kings. It is famous for 
having given birth to the two Seneca's, the poet Lu- 
can, the great general Gonzales, and many more Per- 
ſons of note. The cathedral was herctofore a moſque, 
built by the Moors, after the model of Solomon's 
temple; asd reckoned almoſt equal to that of Me@ 
ca, in beauty and magnificence, being ſupp'tted bya 
vaſt number of nfarble columns. This city is alſo 
famous for the martyrdom of many ſaiats, who were 
inhumanly butchered by the infidels. 15 

c m 


him ſee, as if by chance, It is probable, indeed, 
that my tender years made; him believe I was ſome 
little libertine, who had run away from his parents, 
aſter having robbed them. Be this as it will, he did 
not ſcem curious to know more than what I told him 
of the matter: being in all hkelihood afraid that his 
curioſity might make me change my lodging. For ſix 
royals a day, I lived very well in this inn, which was 
frequented by a good deal oſ company; there being at 
jupper in the evening, no leſs than twelve people at 
one table, It was very diverting to ſee every one eat- 
ing, without ſpeaking a ſyllable, except one many 
who talking inceſſantly, at random, compenſated for 
the ſilence of the reſt, by bis impertinent prating. He 
affected the wit, told ſtories, and endeavoured, by 
quaint ſayings, to entertain the company, who, from 
time to time, Jaughed keartily, though not ſo much 
at the brightneſs of his ſallies, as at his ridiculous be- 
haviour. 

As for my part, I paid ſo little attention to the diſ- 
courſe of this original, that I ſhould have riſen from 
ſupper, without being able to give any account of what 
he faid, had he not found means to intereſt me in his 
converſation, Gentlemen, ſaid he, towards the end 
of the meal, I have kept for the deſert, a moſt divert- 
ing ſtory ; an adventure that befel a few days ago, at 
the palace of the archbiſhop of Seville, I had it from 
2 batchelor of my acquaintance, who told me that he 
was preſent when it happened.” Theſe words dif- 
compoſed me a good deal; I did not doubt but that it 
was my adventure, which he intended to recount ; 
and I was not miſtaken. This perſon gave a faithful 
detail of it, and even informed me of what I did not 
know ; that is, what happened in'the hall after my 
departure: and this you ſhall hear, 

Scarce had I betook myſelf to flight, when the 
Moors, who, according to the performance which 
was repreſcnted, were to carry me off, appeared on 
the ſtage, with a deſign to ſurprize me on the bed zo 
0 | tun 


gratitude.“ 
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turf, where they thought I was aſleep; but when t 
went to ſeize the king of Leon, they were very muc 
aſtoniſhed to find neither king nor knave. The play 
was immediately interrupted ; all the actors were per- 
333 : ſome called me, others ſearched for me, one 
alloo'd, and another curſed me. The archbiſhop 
3 the trouble and confuſion that reigned be- 
ind the ſcenes, aſked what was the matter. A page, 
who acted the Gracioſo of the piece, hearing the pre- 
Jate's voice, came out, and ſaid to his grace: * My 
lord, you necd not fear that the Moors will take the 
king of Leon priſoner; he has eſcaped with his royal 
robes.” Heaven be praiſed, cried the archbiſhop, 
he was very much in the right, to fly from the enemies 
of our religion, and eſcape the chains which they had 
Prepared for him. He has, doubtleſs, returned to- 
wards Leon, the capital of his kingdom; and I wiſh 
he ma) get home, without meeting with any bad acci- 
dent. Let no men go in purſuit of him, for I ſhould 
be ſorry if his majetty received any mortification from 
me.” The prelate having ſpoke in this manner, or- 
dered my part to be read, and the play to go on 


CHAT, XL , 
The ſequel of Scipio's Hiſtory. 


S long as my money laſted, the landlord treated 

A me with great reſpe& ; but no ſoon:r did he per. 
ceive that my finances were exhauſted, than he looked 
cool upon me, picked a quarrel, and one morning 
carly, deſired me to leave his houſe, I quitted it wih 
diſdain, and went into a church belonging to the Do- 
minicens, where, while I heard maſs, an old Men- 
icant came and aſked alms of me. I took two or 


three maravedis out of my pocket, and giving them | 


to him, ſaid, „Friend, pray to God to ſend me ſome 
good place : if your prayer is heard, you ſhall not 
repent of your devotion, and may depend upon my 


* 
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At theſe words the beggar viewed me very atten” 
tively, and anſwered me with a ſerious air ; ** What 

oſt would you have? I could wiſh, ſaid I, to 
be a lacquey in ſome good family.” He then alked if 
my occaſions were preſſing, They cannot be more fo, 
I reſumed : for, it I have not the good fortune of be- 
ing ſettled very ſoon, there is no medium; I mull ei- 
ther die of hunger, or betake myſelf to your trade.” 
« If you are reduced to ſuch nececeſſity, ſaid he, you, 
who are not at ali calculated for our buſineſs, muſt bein 
a very difagreeable ſituation : but were you in the leaſt 
accuſtomed to our way of life, you would prefer it to 
ſervitude, which is, without contradiftion, inferior 
to beggary. Nevertheleſs, ſince you chooſe to be a 
ſervant, rather than to live a free and independent life, 
as I do, you ſhall have a maſter immediately. Not- 
withſtanding my appearance, I can be of uſe to 
you: therefore, come hither to-morrow, at the ſame 
hour.“ 

Reſolved to be punCtual, I returned next day to the 
ſame place, where I had not been long, betore the 
Mendicant, coming up to me, bid me take the trou- 
ble to follow him. I did ſo; he conducted me to a 
cellar not far from the church; and this was the place 
of his rchdence, We entered his habitation ; and ſit- 
ting down upon a bench, which was at leaſt an hun- 
dred years old, he ſpoke to me in this manner: A 
good action, as the proverb ſays, always finds its re- 
compence: you gave me charity yeſterday, and that 
deter: mines me to procure a place tor you; and this, 
pleaſe God, i will tyon perform. I am acquainted 
with an old Dominican, called Father Alexis, who 
is an holy eceleſiaſtic, and great confeſſor. I have the 
honour to run his errands, and acquit myſelf in that 
employment with ſo muck fidelity and diſcretion, that 
he never refuſes to uſe his intereſt for me and my 
friends. L have ſpoke to bim of you in ſuch a man- 
ner, that he is diſpoſed to do you ſervice ; and I will 


preſent you to his reverence whenever you. pleale?? 


6 There 
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< There is not a moment to loſe, ſaid I to the old t 
beggar, let us go inſtantly to the good friar.” The 
* mendicant conſented, and carried me forthwith to fa. 
ther Alexis, whom we found in his room, buſy in 6 
writing ſpiritual letters. He interrupted his work to 
ſpeak to me, and told me, that at the requeſt of the 
mendicant, he would intereſt himſelf in my behalf, 
Having bcen informed (added he) that Signior Bal. 
thazar Valaſques wanted a lacquey, I wrote this morn- 
ing in your favour : and he has anſwered, that he 
will receive you implicitely, on my recommenda- 
tion. You may, this very day, go to him from me; 
ane he is my penitent, and friend,” The monk, on this 
occaſion, exhorted me, during three quarters of an 
hour, to do my duty with fidelity and diligence. He 
enlarged particularly on the obligation I was under 
to ſerve Velaſquez with zeal : after which, he aſſured 
me, that he would take care to maintain me in m 
poſt provided my maſter be pleaſed with my behavk 
our. Having thanked the monk for his generoſity, I 
came out of the convent with the beggar ; who told 
me, that Signior Balthazar Velaſquez was an old rich 
wollen-draper, of great meekneſs and ſimplicity, 
« I dare ſay, (added he) that thou wilt be perfectly 
happy in his family.” I enquired whereabouts the 
citizen hved, and went immediately to his houſe, at- 
ter having promiſed to make an acknowledgement to 
the beggar, as ſoon as I ſhould take rout in my place, 
I entered a large ſhop, where two wellE-drefled ap- 
prentices were walking to and fro, in expeCtation of 
cultomers; and aſking if their maſter was at home, 
told them, I had a meſſage to him from father 
Alexis. At the mention of that venerable' name, I 
was ſhewn into the back-ſhop, where the merchant} 
fat at a bereau, turning over the leaves of a large 
day-book. I faluted him with great reſpect, ſaying 
while I advanced, Signior, I am the young man whom 
the reverend father Alexis recommended to you for 
a iacquey,” © Ha! welcome, my child (fa * 
: that 
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that holy man's recommendation is ſufficient. I re- 
ceive thee into my ſervice, in preference to three or 
four lacqueys that were ſent by other people. It is 
agreed: thy wages run up from this day forward.“ 

I had not long ſerved this citizen, before I per- 
ceived him to be juſt ſuch a man as the beggar had 
deſcribed. His hmplicity ſeemed even ſo great, that 
I could not help thinking I ſhould find ſome difſicul- 
ty in abſtaining from playing him ſome trick or 
other. He had been a widower four years, and had 
two children, a {on turned of five-and-twenty, and a 
daughter going 1n her fifteenth year, who being 
brought up by a ſevere duenna, and directed by fa-- 
ther Alexis, walked in the path of virtue: but Gal- 
pard Velſquez her brother, though nothing had been 
ſpared in his education, had all the vices of a young 
ſpendthrift. He ſometimes laid two or three nights 
abroad; and if at his return his father took it into 
his head to reprimand him, Gaſpard impoſed filence 
upon him in a tone ſtill higher than that ef the old 
man, | 

+ Scipio (ſaid the draper to me one day) I have 
a lon who 1s the ſole plague of my life; he is plun- 
ged in all manner of debauchery : a circumilance 
that ſurprizes me very much ; for his education was 
by no means neglected. I gave him good maſters, 
and my friend Alexis hath done his utmoſt endea- 
vour to put him in the right road; but he could not 
ſucceed : Gaſpard is fallen into a ſtate of libertiniſm. 
Thou wilt ſay, perhaps, that I treated him too gently 
in the beginning of his youth; and that he was un- 
done by my indulgence ; but that was not the caſe; 
he was always chaſtiſed when I thought he deſerved 
to be uſed with rigour ; for, good-natured as I am, 
1 have reſolution enough, when there is occaſion 
for it, I have even ordered him te be confined, and 
the conſequence was, he became more wicked than 
ever. Ina word, he has one of thoſe bad diſpoſj- 
lions, which cannot be improved by good example, 
TCM OR» 
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remonſtrances, or chaſtiſement. Heaven alone can 
work that miracle.” | 

If I was not much moved at the ſorrow of tha W © 
i unhappy father, at leaſt I pretended to be ſo. « How 
it 4+ much are you to be pitied, Sir! (ſaid I); a good may 5 


5 like you deſerves to have a much better ſon, 0 
Heaven, my child, anſwered he, is pleaſed to de- I 
1 0 prive me of that conſolation, Among other cauſes I 


1 Which Gaſpard gives me to complain of him, added WP 
1 he, I will tell thee in confidence, there is one that t 
F i makes me very uneaſy ; that is, the inclination which 1 
| W he has to rob me, and which he but too often finds WM” 
0 means to ſatisfy, in ſpite of all my vigilance. The WW: 
| | lacquey whom you ſuccced was in concert with him, WF”? 
| | * and for that reaſon turned away. As for thee, | A 
hope thou wilt not ſuffer thyſelf to be corrupted by. 
my fon; but eſpouſe my intereſt, as father Alexis 
has, doubtleſs exhorted thee.” * That T'll anſwer WF" 
for (ſaid I): his reverence exhorted me a whole BW? 
hour, to have nothing in view but your advantage: 
but I can aſſure you, I had no need of being exhorted 
to that: I feel myſelf diſpoſed to ſerve you faith- WF" 
fully, and my zeal will prove itſelf on all occaſions,” 
He who hears one ſide only, hears nothing. Young 
Velaſquez, who was a deviliſh beau, judging by my | 
phiſiognomy, that I would be as eaſily ſeduced as my 
predeceſſor, took me aſide into a private place, and 
ipoke to me in theſe terms: “ Harkec, my dear, I 
am perſuaded that my father has charged thee to be 
a ſpy upon my actions: take care of thyſelf ; 1 give 
thee notice betorehand, that thy employment is none 
of the mott agreeable, If ever I perceive, that thou 
makeſt thy remarks upon me, I will cudyel thee to 
death; whereas, if thou wilt aſſiſt me in cheating my 
father, thou mayeſt depend upon my gratitude. Mull 
I be more plain with you: Thou ſhalt have a ſhare 
of the purchaſe. Make thy choice therefore, and 
declare this inſtant either for the ſather or ſon; for! 
will admit of no ocutrality,”? 
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« Sir (anſwered I) you are very ſhort with me and 
I plainly perceive that I cannot help eſpouſing your 
his cauſe, though, in my heart, I feel à reluctancy to 
| betray Signior Velaſquez,” Thou oughtſt to make 
ef no ſcruple in ſo doing (replied Gaſpard); he is aw 
a miſer, who wants to keep me ſtill in leading 
Je. WM firings ; a wretch who denies me the neceſſaries og 
life, in refuſing to farmſh me with money for my 
Jes Wpicalures ; for pleaſures are the neceſſaries of life, at 
the age of five-and-twenty : thou mult therefore look 
upon my father in that point uf view.” „ Enough, 
Sir, (laid I) there is no ſuch thing as holding out 
againſt ſo juſt a cauſe of complaint. I offer my ſer- 
ice, to ſecond you in your laudable undertakings '4 
ut let us conceal our mutual intelligence, that your 
aithſul aſſociate may not be turned out of doors. 
ou will do well, methinks, in affecting to hate 
ne: ſpeak roughly to me before people, and do not 
pare ill language; even ſome boxes on the car, and 
icks on the breech, will not bg amiſs: on the con- 


ww rary, the more marks of averſion you beſtow upon 
aich. Ne, the more confidence will Balthazar have in 
„ay iatergrity. As for my part, I will pretend to 


void your converſation ; in ſerving you at table, 6 
11! icem to acquit myſelf with regret; and when Þ 


/ je. alk of you to the apprentices, don't take it ill, that 

= rail at you with great bitterneſs.” A 
* 1 * Egad! {cricd Velaſquez, hearing my laſt words) 
90 admue thy genius, my friend. Thou ſhewelt, at 
1 give age, an aſtoniſhing capacity for intrigue, from 


hence I conceive the moſt happy preſage; for T 
thou pe, wich thy affiſtance, I ſhall not leave my father 

ac ungle piſtole,” 4+ You do me 2 great honour, 
id I, in depending ſo much on my induſtry : I 
Mull We do my utmoſt endeavour to juſtify the good opi- 
ſhare on you have of my underſtanding; and it I fail, at 

alt it hall not be my fault.“ | | ; 
It was not long before I let Gaſpard ſee that T 
as actually the man he wanted; and this is the firtt- 
22 C Ie vice 
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ſervice I did him: Balthazar's ſtrong box ſtood in 
his chamber, juſt by his bed-fde, and ſerved him in- 
Read of a pew for prayer. Every time I looked at it 
my eye-light was regaled; and I frequently ſaid to 
myſelt ; + Friend Strong-box, mult thou be always 
locked to me ? Shall I never have the pleaſure of 


contemplating thy contents? As I went whenever 


I pleaſed into this chamber, which was forbid to no- 
body but Gaſpard, I happened one day to perceive 
bis father, who thinking himſelf unobſerved, after 
having opened and locked his ſtrong box concealed 
the key behind a hanging. I marked the place well, 
and imparted my diicovery to my young maller, 
who embraced me with joy, ſaying, Ah, my dear 
Scipio! what a charming piece of news is this ? Our 
fortune is made, my child. I will this very day 
give thee wax, with which thou mayeſt take the 
impreſſion of the key, and put it into my hands. 1 
ſhall eaſily find an obliging lockſmith in Cardova; 
m which, thank heaven, there is no ſcarcity of 
rogues,” 

But why, ſaid I to Gaſpard, would you make 
a falſe key, when we can uſe the true one?“ „ Be 


 ©iuſe, anſwered he, my father, through diſtruſt, or 


me other motive, may take it in his head to hide 
n elſewherez and therefore it is better to have ont 
for ourſelves.” I approved of his caution ; and yield- 


bog to his inclination, prepared for taking the im- 


preſſion of the key. This was executed one morning 
early, while my old maſter paid a viſit to father & 
lexis, with whom he had uſually long converſations, 
This was not all; I uſed the key in opening the box, 
which being filled with large and {mall bags, threw 


me into a charming perplexity; I did not know! 


which to chuſe, ſuch affection did I conceive tor 
both kinds. Neyertheleſs, as the fear of being {ur 
prized did not permit me to make a long ſcrutiny, 
I laid hold of one of the largeſt, at a venture; then 
locking the coffer, and replacing the key * 
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hangings, I quitted the chamber with my prey, 
which I went and concealed: under: my bed, in a. 
{mall wardrobe, where I lay.” | 
Having performed this operation ſo ſucceſsfully, I 
went immedietely to the young Velaſquez, Who wait- 
ed for me in a houle, where he had appoimed to 
meet me, and gave him infinite joy, by telling what 
I had done, He was ſo well ſatisfied, that he load- 
ed me with careſſeſs, and generouſly offered me the 
half of the money which was in the bag: but that 
I refuſed, ſaying, No, no, Sir; this firit bag is 
your own ; uſe it for your occaſions ; I will ſoon 
return to the ſtrong box, where, thank heaven, there 
is money enough for us both.” In effect, three days 
after the I carried oft a ſecond bag, containing, as 
the former, five hundred crowns, of which I would. 
receive one fourth only, notwithſtanding the preſſing, 
inltances of Gaſpard, that it ſhould be equally divid- 
ed betwcen us. | 
As ſoon as this young. man found himſelf well. 
ſtocked, and, confequently, in a condition to fatisly 
his paſion for women and play, he abandoned him- 
ſelf intirely to both: he had even the misfortune to 
fall in love with one of thoſe famous coquettes, who 
devour and ſwallow the largeſt patrimonies in a very. 
little time; and being at a terrible expence on her 
account, laid me under the neceſſity of paying fo 
many viſits to the hox, that at length old Valeſquez. 
perceived himſelf robbed. „ Scipio, ſaid he one 
morning, I muſt tell thee a ſecret: ſomebody robs. 
me, my friend: my ſtrong box has been opened, 
and ſeveral bags taken out: this is certain, Who. 
muſt be taxed with this theft ? Or rather, who elſe 
than my fon Gaſpard, who has entered my chamber. 
by ſtealth, or been introduced by thee; for I am. 
lice, though you 
ſeem to hate one another ſo Ba, Neverthaleſs, . 
will not liſten to my ſuſpicion, ſince father Alexis 
bath anſwered for thy fidelity. I replied that thank 
| C 2 heaven, 
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heaven, T never covered my nerghbour's wealth z 
end accompanied that lye with an hypocritical gri- 
mace, which ſerved inſtead of an apology. 

The old man, ſure enough, ſaid no more of the 
matter; bat he did not leave off including me in" 


his faſpicion ; and taking his precaudions againſt out 


attempts, ordered his firrong box to be lecured by 
another lock, the key of which he always kept in 
his pocket. By theſe means, all commerce between 
vs and the bags being broken, we looked very tilly, 
[efpecially Gaipird, who being no longer able to gra. 
biy the extavagance of his nymph, was afraid of lof 
ang the privilege of viſiting” her. He had genius 
enough, however to invent an expedient which ſups 
ported his expence à few days longer: and that in- 
genious ſhift was, to appropriate to himſeif by w 
of loan, all my ſhare ot the evacuations which I had 
performed in the ſtrong box. I gave ſit all to the 
very laſt piece; and this methinks may pals for an 
anticipated reſtitution which J made to the old mer- 
chant, in the perſon of his heir. 

The young man, when he had exhauſted this re- 
Touce, conhdertag he now had none left, fell into a 
profount and gloomy fit of melancholy, which gras 
Aually difordered his reaſon. He looked upon his 
father as the only plague of his lite; he was ſeized 
with the moſt violent deſpair ; and, without liſten- 
ing to the voice of nature, the wretch conceived the 
horrible deſigu of porſoning his parent. He not on- 
ly communicated this execrable project to me, but 
even propoſed that I ſhouid be the inſtrument of his 
vengeance, Being ſtruck with horror at the propo- 
ſal, © Sir, ſaid 1, is it poſſible that you ſhould be fo 
abandoned by heaven, as to form this abominable 
reſolution ! What! are you capable of murdering} 
the author of your don being ? Shall it be faid that 
in Spain, in the very boſom of Chriſtianity, a crime 
was committed, the very idea of which raiſes hor- 
kor in the moſt barbarous nations? No, my 4 
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maſter (added I, falling on my knces before him) ; 


no; you will not commit an adion wich would 
julily incenſe the whole world againſt you, and be 
attended with. the molt infamous challifement.” 

I faid a great many things more, to diiſuade Gafs. 
pard from ſuch a guilty undertaking. I don't know 
where 1 found all the arguments of a virtuous many 
which I uſcd to combat his deſpair ; but certain it is, 
I ſpoke ke a dottor of Salamanca, though I was but. 
a bov, and no other than the fon.of Coſcolina. Ne- 
verthelels, jn vain, did I repreſent to ham, that he 
onght to reflect ſeriouſly, and couragcouſiy repel thole- 
deteſtable lentiments which had taken poſſeſſion of his. 
foul ; all my eloquence was ineffectual. He hung 
his head, and remained in. ſullen ſilence: fo that L 
concluded he would not {wer ve from his reſolution, 
notwithitanding all I, could ſay. 

Whereupon I went and demanded a private con- 
verſation with my old maſter ; io whom, when we 
were ſhut up in a room together, I ſaid, © Suffer me, 
Sir, to throw myfelf at your feet, and implore your 
mercy.“ So ſaying, I fell down before bim in great 
agitation, with my countenance bathed in tears. The. 
merchant, ſurprized at my proſt ration, and the dil- 
ordcr of my looks, aſked what I had done: “ A deed 
{l rephed} of which I now heartily repent, and with- 
which I willupbraid myſelf as longas Lhive, I liave- 
been weak enough to liſten to your fon, and to aſſiſt 
him in ſtealing your money.” I then made a ſincere 
conleſlion of all that had paſſed on that ſubject : after 
which, I gave him an account of the converlation T 
had with Gaſpard, whole deſign I revealed, without 
lorgetting the leaſt circumſtance, R 

Bad as his. opinion of his ſon was, old Velaſquez 
could fcarce.credit , my information, the truth» of; 
winch, however, having no reaſon to doubt; “ Sci- 
pio, ſaid he, railing me, {tor IL Was ſtill on my knees) 


I pardon thee, in conſideration of the important no- 


lice thou. halt given ne. . Gaſpard, added he, roifing 
| 42 C 3 his 
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his voice, Gaſpard has a deſign upon my life 1 Ak! 
ungrateful ſon! ah, monſter! who had better been 
Nhifled in the birth, than allowed to live and become a 
parricide'! whatcauſe haſt thou to attempt my life 74 
allow thee.a reaſonable yearly ſum for thy pleaſurcs, 
and thou art not ſatisſied. Muſt I permit thee to ſquare 
der away my whole fortune?” Having uttered this 
| bitter apoſtrophe, he laid injunctious upon me to keep 
the ſecret, end'{aid-he would conſider what was to be 
done in ſuch a delicate conjunQure, 

I was very anxious to know what reſolution this 
«unfortunate father would take, when that very day 
He ſemt for Gaſpard, and ſpoke thus to him, without 
manifeſting a tittle-of what he had in his head. © Son, 
I have received a letter from Merida, importing, that 
af you chuſe to marry, you may heve a maiden of that 
3 who is but hfteen years old, perfectly hand- 

ome, and miſtreſs of a good fortune. If you have 
no reluctance to the marriage, we will fet-out . 
to-morrow for Merida, viſit the lady who is propoſed, 
and if you find her to your liking, you ſhall eſpouſe 
her forthwith,” Gaſpard hearing mention made of 
a good fortune, which he thought was already in his 
clutches, anſwered without hefitation, that he was 
ready to go: ſo that next morning at day-break, they 
departed by themſelves, mounted on two good mules. 

When they had got as far as the moumtains of Fe- 
fira, into a place as much frequented by robbers 2s 
td:caded by travellers, Balthazar alighted, defiring his 
Ton to do the ſame. The young man obeyed, and 
aſked the reaſon of quitting their mules in that 
place. I will tell thee,” anſwered the old many 
darting at him a look in which his grief and in- 
N were pointed, we have no buſineſs at Me- 
Tida; and the marriage which I mentioned is only a 
fable I invented to bring thee hither. I am not igno- 
raut, ungrateful and unnetural ſon! I am not igno- 
rant of the crime which thou haſt hatched ; 1 know Þ 


that 1 am to be preſented with a poiſon prepare 
i 
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mee: but fool that thou art, doſt thou flatter thyſelf 
that thou canſt deprive me of my life in that mam 
ner with impunity ? Thou art miſtaken, thy guilt 
would ſoon be diſcovered, and thou wouldſt 28 
by the hand of the hangman, There is, added be, a 
ſurer method of ſatiating thy rage, without expoſing 
thyſelf to an ignominious death: we are here with- 
out witneſſes, in a place where murders are commit» 
ted every day: fince thou art fo eſtranged from my 
blood, plunge thy poignard into my boſom, and the 
murder will be imputed to robbers.” So ſaying, Baltha- 
zar baring his breaſt, and pointing to his heart, Here, 
Gaſpard, added he, ſtrike the mortal blow, and puniſh 
me for having given being to ſuch a wretch as thee,” 

Young Velaſquez, thunderſtruck at theſe worde, 
far from ſeeking to juſtify himſelf, fell without ſenſe 
or motion at his father's feet. The good old man 
ſeeing him in that condition, which ſeemed to be the 
beginning of repentance, could not help yielding to 
his paternal weakneſs, and of flying to his aſſiſtance; 
but Gaſpard no fooner recovered the uſe of bis rea- 
ſon, than, being unable to bear the preſence of a fa- 
ther ſo juſtly incenſed, he made an effort to get up; 
mounted his mule, and rode off without {peaking a 
word. Balthazar let him go, and leaving him to the 
remorſe of his own conſcience, returned to Cordova, 
where ſix months after he learnt that his ſon had 
thrown himſelf into the monaſtery of Carthuſians at 
Seville, there to paſs the reſt of his days in penitence, 


CHAP. XII. 

The concluſton of Scipio's hiſtory. 
75 example ſometimes produces good effects. 
The conduct of young Velaſquez made me re- 
flect ſeriouſly upon my own; I began to combat my 
thieviſh inclinations, and live like an honeſt man. 
The habit of ſeizing all the money 1 could lay my 
hands on, was ſo much confirmed in me, by repeated 
acts, that it was not eaſily vanquiſhed, Nevertheleſs, 


C 4 I did 
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I did not deſpair of ſucceeding, imagining, that to be. 
ome virtuous, required only a ſincere deſire of being 
fo. I therctore undertook this great work, and hes 
ven ſeemed to bleſs my efforts; I no longer beheld the 
old merchant's firong box with a covetous eye; and 
I be lieve that, had it been in my power, I ſhould not 
have touched one of his bags: I own, however, that 
at would have been very 1mprudent in him to put my 
infant integrity to ſuch. a proof; and therefore, Ve. 
Jaſquez took care not to do it. 
Don Manriquez de Medrano, a young gentleman, 
and knight of the order of Alcantara, came frequently 
to our houſe; we had his cuſtom, and if he was not 
the beit, he was at leaſt the molt noble of thoſe who 
uſed the hop. I had the good fortune to picaſe that 
cavalicr, u ho, every time he met mc, encouraged me 
to ſpeak, and ſeemed to hiſten with picalure to what 
J ſaid. Scipio, faid he one day, at i had a lacquey 
of thy humour, I ſhould think myſelf in poſſeition 
of a treaſure; and if thou didſt not belong to a man 
tor whom LI have a regard, I would do my endeavour 
to debauch thee from his ſe vice.“ * Sir, ſaid I, you 
would find it a very caly taſk; for I have an inclina- 
tion to ſerve people of quality, that is my foible, I 
am charmed by their caſy behaviour.” * If that be 
the caſe, replicd Don Manriquez, I will deſire Signiot 
Balthazar to conſent to thy leaving him and coming 
into my ſervice; I don't believe he will refuſe me 
that favour.” Indeed, Velaſquez granted it the more 
eahly, as he did not think the Joſs of a roguiſh lacquey 
ureparable: ſor my own part, I was glad ot the 
change; the valct of a citizen appearing to me a meie 
beggar, in compariſon to the lacquey of a knight of 
Alcantara, f | 
Io diaw a faithful picture of my new patron, 1 
mult tell you, that he was a cavalicr eudowed with a 
moſt amiable perſon. and with fuch fweetneſs of tem- 
15 and cultivated mnderflanding. as captivated every 
body why knew him: belides, he bad a great deabot 
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courage and probity, and wanted nothing but fortune 


being cadet of a family more illuſtrious than rich, he 
was obliged to ſubſiſt at the expence of an old aunt 
who lived at Toledo, and who loving him as her own 
fon, took care to furniſh him with What money he 
wanted; he went always handſomely dreſſed, and 
was perfectly well received every Where. He viſited 
the principal ladies of the city, and, among others, 
the marchioneſs of Almenara, a widow of ſeyenty-two 
years of age; who, by her engaging behaviour and 
agreeable wit, allured the whole nobility of Cordova 
to her houſe. Men as well as women delighted in 
her converſation, and her family was ſtiled the polite 
company. | , | x 
My maſter, who was one of the moſt aſſiduous vi- 
ſuors of that lady, came home from her houſe, one 
evening, with anenlivened look that Was nat natural 
to him: upon which, I ſaid, * Signior, you ſeem to 
be ſtrangely elevated; may your faithful ſervant aſk 
the cauſe ? hath not ſomething extraordinary happen- 
ed ?” The knight ſmiled at that queſtion, and owned, 
he was actually engroſſed by a ſerious converſation 
which he had enjoyed with the marchioneſs of Alme- 
nara, „ I heartily wiſh, ſaid I laughing, that the ſu- 
perannuated toaſt may have made a declaration of 
love to you.” „ Jeſting apart, anſwered he, know, 
my friend, that I am really beloved by the marchio» 
nels. % Chevalier, ſaid ſhe to me, Tknow the ſmall- 
neſt of your fortune as well as the nobleneſs of your 
birth: I have an inclination for you, and am reſolved 
to make you eaſy in your circumſtances, by marrying 
you, as I cannot decently make your ſyrtune any other 
way. Iknow very well that this marnage will bring 
upon me the ridicule ef the world ; that ſcandal wi 
be very buſy at my expence ; and that, in ſhort, I 
ſhall paſs for an old fool, who mult needs have ano- 
ther huſband. No matter, I intend to deſpiſe ſlander, 
in order to make you happy: all that I fear, added 
the, is that vou may pollibly bays, a reluftance to 
N comply 
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comply with my intentions. This, continued thk 
Knight, is the ſabjeCt of her diſcourſe, which furprized 
me the more, as ſhe is the moſt virtuous and prudent 
Woman of Cordova; 1 anſwered, therefore, I was 
aftoniſhed ſhe ſhauld do me the honour of offering 
me her hand; fhe who had always perſiſted in the re 
lolution of preſerving her widowhood to the laſt; 
to this ſhe replied, that having a conſiderable eſtate, 
ſhe ſhould be glad in her life-time, to ſhare it with a 
enan of honour whom ſhe eſteemed.” * You are 
then, J ſappoſe, faid T, determined to hazard the 
Jeap.” Canſt thou doubt it, he replied, the mat- 
chioneſs poſſeſſes immenſe wealth, together with ex- 
cellent qualities both of the heart and head; and ! 
muft have loft my judgment indeed, if I rejected 
ſuch an advantageous ſettlement.” 
I ' very much approved of my maſter's defign, to 
lay hold of this fair occafion to make his fortune, and 
even adviſed him to puſh matters, fo much was 1 
afraid to ſee her inclinations change. Luckily, the a- 
y, who had the affair ſtill more at heart than I had, 
gave ſuch expeditious orders, that the preparations 
were ſoon made for her marriage. As ſoon as it was 
known at Cordova, that the old marchionets of Alme- 
Nara was going to marry young Don Manriguez de 
Medrano, the wits began to make themſelves merry 
at the widow's expence : but in vain did they exhault 
their Rock of raillery, they could not divert her from 
her deſign ; the let the whole city talk, and followed 
her knight to the altar : their nuptials were celebrated 
with fuch ſplendor as afforded new matter for ſcandal, 
„The Weil, ſaid they, might have, at leaſt, for ſake 
of decency, ſupprefied all noife and pomp, which 
_ becomes old widows who marry young hub 
ands.“ | 
The marchioneſs, inſtead of appearing aſhamed of 
being, at her age, wife to the chevalier, indulged 
Herſelf without conſtraint, in the joy which ſhe felt ou. 
this occaſion; * ſhe"bad a grand æntertainment et hk 
Aus © Y 7 houſe 
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houſe, accompauied by a concert of muſic, and the: 
feaſt ended in a ball, at which were preſent all the 
nobility of Cordova. Towards the end of the ball, 
our new-married couple ſlipt off, and met in an apart» 


ment, where being ſhut with a waiting- woman 
and me, the marchioneſs addreſſed herſelf to my mal- 
ter in theſe words: Don Manriquez, this is your 
apartment; mine is in another part of the houſe ; we 
will paſs the night in ſeparaie chambers, and in the 
day, we will live together, like mother and fon.” 
The knight was at firit miltaken, and believed that the 
lady talked thus, only to engage him to offer ſoſt vide 
tence to her delicacy ; imagining, therefore, that hg 
ought out of pure politeneſs, to act the paſſionate lo- 
ver, he approached her, and eazerly endeavoured ta 
ſerve her in quality of a valet de chambre: but ſhe, 
tar from allowing him to undreſs her, puſhed him 
away with a ſerious air, ſaying, * Hold, Don Manri- 
quez; if you take me for one of thoſe amorous old 
widows who marry again out of frailty, you are de- 
ceived; I did not eſpouſe you to make you buy the 
advantages Which you will reap from our contract of 
marriage; theſe are the pure ofterings of my heart, and 
exact nothing in return, but ſentiments of friend- 
ſip.” So ſaying, ſhe left my maſter and me ih our 
apartment, and retired into her own, with her wait» 
ing maid, abſolutely forbidding the chevalier to fol» 
low her. | | 
After her retreat, we remained a good while, cons 
founded at what we had heard. Scipio, ſaid my 
maſter, didſt thou ever hear ſuch a diſcourſe as that of 
the marchioneſs? What daſt thou think of ſuch. a.15- 
dy?” „ think, fr, anſwered I, that ſhe bas net 
her fellow; you are happy in having ſuch a. Wife, 
which is like the poſſeſſion of a benchice without cure 
ot ſouls,” „ As for my part, replied. Don Manti- 
quez, I admire a ſpouſe of ſuch an ineſtimable cha 
ratter, and I intend to compenſate with all imaging 
ble attention, the ane * ſhe: makes to her de 
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licacy.” Having converſed ſome time about the lady, 
we went to reſt ; I upon a truckle bed in a wardrobe, 
aud my maſter in a fine bed prepared for him, where 
I believe, at bottom, he was not ſorry to lie alone, 
and-to be quit for his fear only. | 

The rejoicings began again next day, and the new- 
married lady appeared in ſuch good humour, as to af. 
ford ſcope to the rallie's. She was the firſt to laugh 
at what they faid ; nay, even excited others to laugh, 
by receiving their ſallies with a good grace. The 
knight, for his part, ſeemed no leſs ſatisfied with his 
ſpouſe, and by the tender glances with which he look- 
ed and ſpoke to her, one would have thought that old 
age was bis taſte : this happy couple had in the evening 


a new converſation, in which it was decided, that 


without diſturbing one another, they ſhould live 
for the future, in the ſame manner as before marriage: 
meanwhile I muſt do Don Manriquez the juſtice to 
fay, that out of conſideration for his wife, he did 
what few huſbands would have done in his place: he 
abandoned a girl in the city, whom he loved, and of 
whom he was beloved; being reſolved (as he ſaid) to 
maintain no commerce which would ſeem to inſult 

the delicate conduct of his wife towards him. 
While he gave this old lady ſuch ſtrong marks of 
atitude, ſhe repaid them with uſury, though ſhe was 
ignorant of this behaviour, and made him maſter of 
her ſtrong- box, which was even better repleniſhed 
than that of Velaſquez: as ſhe had retrenched her 
bouſe-keeping during her widowhood, ſhe put it again 
on the ſame footing, on which it had been in the life 
time of herfirſt huſband; ſhe increafed the number of 
her ſervants, filled her ſtables with horſes and mules; 
in a word, by her generoſity, the chevalier, who was 
the pooreſt, became the richeſt knight of Alcantara. 
You will aſk, perhaps, what I got by all this: I te. 
ceived fifty piſtoles from my miſtreſs, and one hun- 
dred from my maſter, who, moreover, made me i 
his ſecretary, with an, appointment of five hundred 
crowlsj 
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crowns; he had even fo much donfidence in my inte“ 
grity, that he created me Ins treaſurer, OY 

His treaſurer !”* (cried I, n 
a loud laugh.) “ Yes, Sir, (he replied, with a dry 
ſerious look) no Jeſs than his treaſurer; and P11, ven» 
ture to ſay, that I acqui:ted myſelf in that employ- 
ment with honour, True it 1s, I am perhaps ſomewhat 
indebted to cath; for, as I took my wages per ad- 
vance, and quitted the knight's ſervice ſuddenly, it is 
not impoſſible that I may now be in arrears : at any 
rate, it is the laſt reproach that I have deſerved, hav» 
ing always acted with probity fince that time. © 

I was, thercfore, {continued the fon of Coſcolina 
ſecretary and treaſurer to Don Manriquex, who ſeeme 
as wel! ſatisfied with me. as I was with him; when he 
received a letter from Toledo, importing that his aunt 
Donna Theodora Moſcoſo was at the pornt of death; 
He ſet out inftantly to {ee that lady, who had been a 
mother to him for many ard I accompanied 
him in this journey, W with a valet de chambre 
and one lacquey. Being all mounted on the beſt 
horſes in our fables, we ſoon got to Toledo, where 
we found Donna Theodore in ſuch a condition as 
gave us hopes that ſhe would not die of that diſtem- 
per; and truly our prognoſtick, though contrary t6 
that of an old phyſician wha attended her, was veri- 
fied by the event, fe | 1 

While the health of our good aunt was re- eſtabliſi - 
ing, l-fs, perhaps, by the remedies ſhe took, than b 
the preſence of her dear nephew; Mr. Treaſurer pal- 
ſed his time as agreeably as he could, with young 
people, whoſe acquaimance ſoon int äurzd bim 
to occaſions of ſpending his money. They ſome» 
times carried me to the tennis court, where they eu- 
gazed me in play; and as I was not ſo expert a game- 
ſter as my maſter Don Abel, I loſt much oftener than 
I won. 1 conceived inſenſibly an inclination for 
play; and if I had entirely abandoned myſelf to that 
pallion, it, would, doubtleſe, have compelled _ 
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take from our caſh, ſome quarters of my allowance 
per advance: but NA ſaved both my own 
virtue and my maſter's money. One day, as I paſſed 
by the church de /os Reyes, I perceived through a lat- 
tice, the curtains. of which were withdrawn, a young 
maid wha ſec med rather a divinity.than.a mortal. 1 
would uſe a term ſtill ſtronger, if there was any, to 
denote the inpreſſion which ſhe made upon my heart, 
F made it my buſineſs to get information about her, 
and by dint of inquiry, learned that her name was 
Beatrice, and that ſhe was. waiting mail to Donna 
Julia, ſecond daughter to the Count de Polan, 
Beatrice interrupted Scipio with a loud laugh, then 
addteſſing herſelf to my wife, „ Beauiful Antonia, 
(ſaid (he) pray look ſtedfaſtly at me: don't you think 
J have the air of a divinity ?” © You had at that 
time, in my eyes, (ſaid Scipio to her) and ſince I no 
longer ſuſpe& your fidelity, you ſeem to me fairer 
than ever.” My ſecretary, after ſuch a gallant repars 
tee, purſued his hiſtory thus : 

This diſcovery quite inflamed me; not indeed with 
a legitimate ardour, for I imagined that I ſhould ca- 
ily triumph over her virtue, by preſents capable of 
ſhaking it. But I judged amiſs of the chaſte Beatrice. 
In vain did I otter her, {by meaus of mercenary woe 


men) my purſe and aftettion ; ſhe rejected my prope: 
fal with diſdain. Her reſiſtance increaſed my deſires, 
I had recourſe to the laſt expedicnt, and offered her 
my hand, which ſhe accepted, when ſhe knew I was 
ſecretary and treaſurer, to Don Manriquez. As we 
thought it convenient to conceal our marriage for ſome 
ime, we were wedded privately in preſence of Dame 
orenca Sephora, gaverneſs of Scraphina, and ſome 
ather domeſtics belonging to the count de Polan. Ay 
foon as I had married Beatrice, ſhe facilitated the 
means of ſeeing and converſing with her at. night ig 
9 the garden, into which I introduced myſelf by a liutle 
BY door, of which ſhe gave me the key. Never were 
wan and wic happier in one another, than Beaten 
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end J. We waited with equal impatience” for the 
hour of rendezvous, ran thither with equal eagerneſs; 
and the time which we ſpent together, though it 
was ſometimes pretty loug, ſeemed but a moment to 
both. | lM 

One night, which was as fatal to me, as the others 
had been propitious, I was. ſurprized at entering the- 
garden, to find the litile door open. 1 was alarmed 
at this uncommon event, from whence I conceived # 
bad omen. I grew pale and tiembled, as if I had 
foreſcon what was to happen; and advancing in the 
dark towards an harbour where I uſcd to converſe 
with my wiſe, 1 heard the voice of a man. 1 ſtopt 
all of a ſudden, to liften, and my car was immedi- 
ately ſaluted with theſe words, Don't let me lan- 
guiſh, my dear Beatrice! compleat my happineſs, and 
conſider that your fortune is connected with it.“ In- 
ſtead of having patience to hear tim to an end,'T 

thought there was no occaſion for knowing more.” A 
jealous fury took poſſeſſion of my foul ; ane breath» 
ing nothing but vengeance, I drew my ſword, and 
went haſtily into the harbour. © Ah! cowardly ſe- 
ducer (cried I), whoſoever thou art, thou ſhalt ſoon- 
er deprive me of life, than rob me of my honour,” 
So ſaying, I attacked the cavalier, who was talking to 
Beatrice, He put himſc{into a polture of defence, 
and fought Ike a man who underſtood the art much 
better than I, who had only received a few lefſons at 
Cordova, Nevertheleſs, 'fwords-man as he Was, 1 
made a puſh which he could not parry; or rather his 
foot ſlipt. I law him fall; and imagining 1 had 
wounded him mortally, fled as faſt as my. legs could 
carry me, without anſwering Beatrice, Who called 
me. 092, 2 

„Ves really {ſaid his wife, interrupting him) T 
called in order to undeceive him. The cavalier with 
2 I converſed, was no other om 9 —_— 

e Leyva. That nobleman, who loved my miſtre 

alia, had formed the refolutionl of eartying her off 

| | * 
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by force, believing it impoſſible to obtain her by any 
other means; and I myſelf had given him a meetin 
in the garden, to concert with him the ſteps of that 
undertaking, on which he aſſured me my forture de- 
pended ; but in vain did 1 call my huſband; be 
avoided. me as a wife who had been unfaithful io 
him.” | 

My ſituation at that time was ſuch (reſumed-Scis 
Pio), as rendered me capable of committing any 
thing. Thoſe who know by experience what jea- 
louſy is, and to what extravagance it drives the ſound- 
eſt underſtandings, will not be ſurprized at the diſ- 
order which it produced in my weak brain. I un- 
derwent a momen:ary tranſition from one extreme to 
another. I felt the emotions of hatred ſucceed thoſe 
of tenderneſs which I had entertained for my wiſe a 
moment before, and made an oath to abandon and 
baniſh her for ever from my memory. Beſides, I 
thought I had killed a cavalier: and in that opinion, 
being afraid of falling into the hand of juſtice, {flered 
that inconceivable anxietywhichinceſſantly purſues Ike 
a fury, the man who has done a bad action. In this 
horrible ſituation, my whole care being to eſcape, I did 
not go home, but inſtantly quitted Toledo, having no 


| ö bther baggage than the cloaths upon my back. True in- 


deed, I had in my pocket ſixty piſtoles, which were a 
pretty good reſouice to a young mad who propoſed 
to live all his life in ſervice. 

I walked all night long, or rather ran; for the 
images of Algauzils, which continually haunted my 
imagination, ſupplied me ſtill with new-vigour; and 
the morning ſurprized me between Rodillas and Ma- 
queda. "When I arrived at this laſt town, finding 
myſelf a little fatigued, I went into the church as 
ſoon as it was open, and after having put up a ſhort 
Prayer, ſat down upon d bench to reſt me. I began 
to muſe upon my preſcnt ſituation, Which, heaven 
knows, was perplexing enough! but I had not time 
©. make long refleflions, 1 heard ihe church 
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echo with two or three ſmacks of a whip, Which 
made me conclude that a carrier was paſling. I got 
up immediately to fee whether or not, I was mi- 
taken: and by that time I got to the door, perceived 
one, who being moumed on a mule, led two more 
in a leaſh. * Stop, friend, (ſaid I to him) where 
are theſe. mules a-going 2?” + To Madrid, {anſwered 
he) I came hither with two good dominican monks, 
and am going back by mylelt.” 

The opportunity that offered of travelling to Ma- 
dri, inſpired me with an inclination to go thither. 
] mnede a bargain with the cartier, mounted one of 
the males, anc we puſhed forwards for Illeſcas, where 
we were to fl2cp. Scarce had we got out of Maques- 
da, when the carrier, who was a man between thir- 
ty-fiveaud forty years of age, thundered out church» 
inzing wüh vaſt yociferation : he began with the 
piayers which the canons ſing at matins, then ſung 
the (1e40, as it is ſung at high mals; and paſſing on to 
veſpers, pronouncèe m, without even ſparing the 
Miguſeat. Altho' the rogue ſtunned me with his 
notte, I could not help laughing, and even encou- 
raged him to continue, when he was obligd to ſtop 
and take breath, “ Courage, friend (ſaid I to him), 
p'av go on: it heaven hath given you. good lungs, 1 
ſee you don't put them to a bad uſe,” No indeed 
(cried he), I am not, thank God, like the moll part 
of carriers, who ſing nothing but infamous or im- 
pious ſongs: I would not cven repeat bailads, made 
upon our wars With the Moors; for theſe are things 
at icait frivolous. if not wicked.“ $$ You have (faid 
I, e purity of heart rarely to be met with among mu- 
letects: with this xtreme delicacy in the choice of 
your 109.78, have you likewiſe made a vow of chak- 


tity, with regard to the young wenches, who live at 
ns upon the road,” „ Certainly, (anlwered he.) 
Contnence is another thing on which I pique myſelf 


n thcle ſyrts of places, where I mind nothing but my 
Wis,” I was a litile aſtoniſhed ig hear this phernik 
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of carriers talk in ſuch a manner; and looking upon 
him as a man of honeſtly and diſcretion, entered into a 
converſation with him, after he had ſung his fill. 

We arrived at Illeſcas in the twilight, where 
alighting at an inn, I left the care of the mules to my 
companion, and went into the küchen, where I or- 
dered the landlord to prepare a good ſupper, This 
he promiſed to do fo effectually, that I ſhould re- 
member I had lodged et his houſe the longeſt dayT 
had to live. Aſk (ſaid he), aſk your carrier what 
ſort of a man I am. Ecod! I will defy all the cooks 
of Madrid ard Toledo to make an Ola podrida com- 
Parable to thoſe I compoſe. I will treat you this 
night with a ragout of rabbit dreffed in my manner, 
and you ſhall fee whether or not I have reaſon to 
boaſt of my {kill.*”” Thereupon, ſhewing me a ſauce- 
pan, whercin there was (as he ſaid) a young rabbit 
already minced : “ There {added he) is what I intend 
ta give you, When I have once put in ſome pepper, 
ſalt, wine, a "handful of ſweet heibs, and other w- 
gredients which I uſe in my ſauces, J hope to ferve 
ou in a little time with a ragout worthy of x 

1 

: The landlord after having founded his own praiſe, 
began to dreſs ſupper ; and while it was doing, I 
went into the hall, where finding a kind of couch, I 
lay down, to ſleep off my fatigue, having had no reſt 
the night before. In two hours the carrier waking 
me, ſaid, © Maſter, your fupper is ready: come, if 
ou pleaſe, and fit down at table.“ There was one 
in another room, with two covers, at which my fel 
low traveller and I fitting down, the ragout was ſery- 
ed. I ttacked it with a greedy appetite, and found 
it of an exquiſite reliſh, whether hunger made me 
judge too favourably of it, or that my fatisfaction wat 
the effect of the cook's ſkill. We had alfo a plate 0 
roaſt mutton; and I remarking that the carrier di 
honour to this laſt diſh only, aſked why he abſtaineif 
from the other. He anſwered with a ſmile, 
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did not love ragouts. This reply, or rather the ſmile 
with which it was accompanied, ſeeming to me myſ- 
terious. You conceal (ſaid I) the true reaſon that 
hinders you from eating the ragout ; pray, do me the 
pleaſure of letting me know it. Since you are fo 
curious to know it, (he replied) 1 will tell you, that 
] have loathed all thefe ſorts of ragouts, ſince, in go- 
ing once from Toledo to Cuenca, they brought me 
for ſupper at an inn a ,hafhed cat inſtead of a rabbit, 
and that gave me a diſguſt at all fricaſſees.“ 

The carrier had no ſooner ſpoke theſe words, than 
in ſpite of the hunger that devoured me, my appetite 
forſook me all of a ſudden. I took it in my head 
that I had eaten of a preterided rabbit, and could no 
longer look at the ragout without making wry faces. 
My companion did not cure me of this conjecture, 
when he told me, that it was a common thing emong 
the 1nn-keepers of Spain, as well as the paſtry cooks, 
to ſubſtitute that guid pro guo. This diſcourſe, you fee, 
was very conſoling; and therefore, I had not the 
leaſt inclination to return to the ragout, nor even to 
touch the roaſt meat, leſt the mutton might be as 
much ſophiſticated as the rabbit. I roſe from table, 
curſing the ragout, the landlord and his inn; and ly- 
ing down again upon my ſettee, paſſed the reſt of the 
night more quietly than I had expected. Next morn» 
ing carly, after Lag paid the landlord as hand- 
ſomely as if 1 had been extremely well treated, I de- 
parted from IIleſcas, my imagination ſtill fo full of 
the ragout, that I fancied every animal which I ſaw 
a cat. 

I arrived in good time at Madrid, where, as ſoon 
as I had ſatisfied my carrier, I hired a ſmall room 
near the ſun-gate. Mine eyes, tho? accuſtomed to 
quality, were dazzled by the great concourſe of no- 
blemen, who uſually appeared in the court-end of 
the town.I admired the prodigious quantity of coaches, 
and the infinite number of gentlemen, pages and lac- 
queys. who attended the great, My admiration re- 
doubled, 
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doubled, when going to the king's levee, I beheld 
that monarch ſurrounded by his courtiers. I wag 
charmed at the ſight, and laid within myſelf, “I am 
no longer furprized at what I have heard, that one 
cannot poſſibly conceive the magnificence of the cout 
of Madrid, without being an eye-witneſs. of it: Tam 
overjoyed at my coming hither, where 1 foreſee 1 
ſhall be able to do ſomeihing,” All that I could 
perform, however, was to contratt a few unprofit- 
able acquaintances. I gradually ſpent all my money, 
anc thought myſelf very lucky in having an oppor. 
tunity of beſtowing myſelf with all my merit upona 
pedant of Salamanca, whoma family aſſair had brought 
to Madrid, where he was born, and wuh whom J 
got acquainted by accident. I became his factotum; 
and when he returned tothe univerſity, followed him 
thirther, FR 
The game of my new patron was Don Ignacio de 
Ipigna ; he aflumed the Don, becauſe he had been 
13 to a Duke, who, by way of recompence, 
ſettled upon him a penſion for life; he enjoyed 
another as emeritus profeſſor ct the college; and he 
drew yearly from the public, a revenue of two or 
three hundred pittoles, by the books of dogmatical 
moraitty which he printed. The manner in which 
he compoſed his works well deſerves honoureble 
mention. He: ſpent almoſt all the day in reading 
Hebrew, Greek and Latin authors, and in writing 
upon {mall ſquares of paper each apothegm or brilliant 
thought which he met wih As theſe ſquarcs were 
filled, he employed me to ting them upon wire, ia 
form of a garland, and cach garland made a volume. 
W hat a: world. of bad books did we, compoſe | we fi 
Ded two volumes monthly, andummediately the preßt 
groaned with them. What was moſt ſurpriſing, be 
publiihed theſe his compilings as performances, en- 
tircly new; and if the critics thought proper to up* 
braid him with having pillaged the ancients, be 
| IO | | would 
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would anſwer with moſt haughty affurance, furto la- 
famur in 2þ/0, | | 

He was allo a great commentator ; and there Was 


ſo much erudition in his annotations, that he fre- 
quently made remarks on things ſcarce worthy to be 


obſerved; and ſometimes wrote upon his paper 
ſquares, paſſages from Hehod and other authors, very 
jutle to the purpoſe. That I improved my under» 
ſtanding in the ſervice of this virtuoſo, it would be 
ungrateful in me to deny, I brought my hand-wiit- 
ing to perfection, by dint of tranſcribing his works, 
And as in treating me like a pupil, rather than a va- 
let, he took care to cultivate my capacity; he Was. 
alſo far from neglefiing my morals, * Scipio (he 
would ſay, when he heard of any piece of knavers | 
committed by a ſervant) beware, my child, of fol- 
lowing the bad example of that rogye 3 a valet ought 
to ſerve his maſter with equal Kaen and zeal.“ In 
a word, Don Ignacio 10 no occaſion of inculcating, 
virtue in me; and his exhortations had ſuch a. 4 | 
elfect, that I was never in the leaſt tempted to play 
him a trick during the filteen mouths which I ſpent. 
in his houſe. 

I have al:cady abſerved, that doctor de Ipigna 
wes originally of Madrid, where he had a kmſwo-, 
man called Catalina, chambermzid to the prince's, 
nurſe. This waiting-maid, who is the ſame whom, 
ſince made uſe of to procure Signior de Santillane'y, 
enlargement from the tower of Segovia, being deſtr- 
ous of doing a good office for Don Ignacio, engaged 
her miltreſs to alk a benefice for him from the duke 
of Lerma. That mmiſter granted kimva nommation 
io the archdeaconry of Grenada, which being in a 
conquered country, is in the gift of the king. We, 
let out for Madrid. as ſoon as we learned this piece, 
}f news, the Doctor intending to thank his beneface, 
reſles before his departure to Grenada, I had more 
han one ne of ſceing and poking to Cata- 
lioa, who was pleafed with my caſy air and gay dif- 
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W - poſition, For my part, I found her ſy much to my 
| Fixing, that I could not help making ſuitable returns 
to the little marks of friendlhip which ſhe beſtowed 
on me. In fine, we contratted a mutual attachment, 
Forgive this confeſſion, my dear Beatrice ; as I be. 
heved you falſe, that miſtake eught to ſcreen me 
from your reproaches. 

Mean while, Doctor Don Tgnacio preparing far 
his departure to Grenada, his relation and I, fright. 
ened at the ſeparation that threatencd us, had recourſe 
40 an expedient which 30 I us from that mis 
fortune. 1 feigned myſelf tick, complamed of my 
head and breaſt, and affected all the ſymptoms of a 
moſt violent diſtemper. My maſter called a phyſician, 
who having examined me with care, ſincerely own- 
ed, that my diſtemper was a very ſerious matter, and 
that in all likelihood 1 ſhould keep my chamber a 
long time. 

The doctor, impatient to be at his cathedral, did 
not think proper to delay his departure, but took 
another young man into his ſervice, leaving me to the 
care of a nurie, with whom he . e a ſum of 
money, to defiay the expence of my funeral if ! 
ſhould die, or to recompence my ſervice if I ſhould 
ever recover of my diſeaſe. As ſoon as I under- 
ſtood that Don Ignacio was gone, all my complaints 
vaniſhed, I got out of bed, diſmifled my phyſician 
who had ſo much penetration, and got rid of m 
nurſe, who ſtole more than half of the money with 
which ſhe had been entruſted in my behalf, While 
I ated this part, Catalina performed another with 
her miſtreſs Donna Anna de Guevara, whom, by 

rſuading her that I was admirable in intrigues, ſhe 
induced to chuſe me for one of her agents. Madam 
nurſe, whom her avarice always ſtimulated to new 
undertakings, having occaſion. for ſuch people, re- 
ceived me into her family, and in a little time put my. 
abilities to the proof. She gave me commiſſions 
which required ſome addreſs ; and without _ 
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1 did not acquit myſelf amiſs. Wherefore, ſhe was 
as well pleaſed with me, as I had cauſe to be diſſa- 
tisfed with her. This lady was ſo covetous, that 
ſhe would not allow me the leaſt ſhare of the fruits 
which ſhe reaped from my indultry and trouble. 
She imagined that ſhe ated with great generoſity in 
paying my wages punktually. This exceſs of ava» 
rice would have ſoon induced me to quit her ſervice, 
had I not been retained by the affection of Catalina, 
which kindling every day more and more, ſhe pro- 
poſed, in a formal manner, that I ſhould take her to 
vitc, | | 

« Softly, my dear, ſaid I, that ceremony can't be 
perfomed between us ſo ſoon. I mull firſt be convin- 
ced of the death of a young woman who got the ſtart 
of you, and to whom (for my fins} I am married.“ 
Not you indeed, (replied Catalina) you only ſay 
ſo, to conceal in a polite manner the reluctance you 
have to wed me.” In vain did I proteſt that I 
ſpoke the truth. She looked upon my lincere confeſ- 
ſ:1n as a ſhift; and being offended at it, changed her 
behaviour towards me. We did not quarrel, but 
our correſpondence viſibly cooled, and we no longer 
r:tained for one another any other ſentiments than 
thoſe of decency and common regard. 

At this junfture, I heard that Signior Gil Blas de 
Santillane, ſecretary to the prime miniſter of the 
Spaniſh monaxchy, wanted a aan. and this place 
flattered me the more, as it was repreſented the moſt 
agrecable one that I could poſſeſs. 4 Signior de San- 
tillane, {z4d people to me, 18 a perſon beloved by the 
duke of Lerma, and of conſequence cannot fail of 
puſhing his fortune a great way: beſides, he is very 
gencrous ; fo that in managing his affairs, you will 
effectually improve your own.” I did not neglect 
this opportunity, I went immediately, and preſent- 
ed myſelf to Signior Gil Blas, for whom at firit ſight 
I telt a growing inclination, and who admitted me 
eto his ſexvice on account of my A : 

1 


The A DVENTUR ES of 
did not heſitate in quitting the nurſe for him, and, if 


at pleaſe heaven, he mall be my laſt matter, 

Here Scipio fimfhed his hiſtory: then addrefling 
Himſelf ro me, Signior de -Santillane, (ſaid he) 
prey witneſs for me to theſe ladies, that you have always 
ound me a zealous and faithful fervant. I have 
need of your teſtimony to perſuade them that the lon! 
of Coſcolina has purged his morals, and that virtuous 
ſentiments have fucceeded his vicious inelinations.“ 

Tes, ladies, (faid 1) this is What I can anſwer | 
for: if Scipio in his childhood was a real Pars, he 
has corrected his conduct fo well ſince that time; 
that he is now the model of a perfect fervant. Far 
from having cauſe to blame his behaviour towards 
me, I mutt own that 1 lie under great obligations to 
him. The night on which I was apprchended, to 
be carried to the tower of Segovia, he ſaved from 
pillage and ſecured a part of my effects, which he 
might have appropriated to himſelf with 1rmpumity, 
He not only preſerved my money, but alſo, through 
pure friendſhip, came and ſhut himſelf up with me 
in prifon, preteriing the melancholy pleaſure of ſhare 
wg g my ſorrows to all the charms of liberty, 
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eil Blas is overwhelmed with joy, which is diflurbed by 
a malancholy event. Such changes happen at court, 
as induce Santillane to go thither again. ö 


Have already obſerved, that there was great har» 
mony between Antonio and Beatrice ; the la 
being uled to live like a fubmiſhve waiting woman, 
and the other habituating herſelf to act the miſtreſs. 
Scipio and I were huſbands of too much gallautry, 
Aj too well beloved by our wives, to be long 
without children : they grew pregnant almoſt at the 
ſame time, Beatrice, who was the firſt delivered, 
brought into the world a girl: and a few days after 
Antonia crowned my happineſs in bringing forth a 
boy. I ſent my ſecretary to Valencia with this piece” 
of news for the governor, who came to Lirias with 
Seraphina, and the marchioneſs of Pliego, to ſtand 
god-mothers to the children, being pleaſed to add 
this token of affection to thoſe I had already received 
My ſon, whoſe god-father and god mother were that 
nobleman and the marchioneſs, was chriſtened Al- 
phonſo; and my lady governeſs, willing that I 
ſhould have the honour of being doubly her goſſip, 
ſtood with me for Scipio's daughter, to whom we 
gave the name of Seraphina. 

Not only the people of my family were rejoiced at 
the birth of my ſon: the inhabitants of Lirias like» 
wiſe ele, it by feaſts, which ſhewed that the 
whole village partook of their maſter's pleaſure. But 
alas]! our rejoicings were not of long duration: or 
rather, they were all of a ſudden converted into 
groans, complaints and lamentations, by an event 
which more than twenty years have not heen able to 
make me forget, and _ will ever be preſent to 
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my thoughts: my ſon died, and his mother, though on 


fafely delivered, ſoon followed him; a violent fever go 
robbed me of my dear wife, fourteen months after an 
we had been married. Let the reader conceive, if ch 
ible, the forrow with which I was ſeized. I fell an 
into a ſtate of ſtupid dejection; and felt my loſs ſo ip 
much, that I ſeemed quite inſenfible. I wes in this ev: 
eondition five or fix days, during which I would WW wv: 
take no ſuſtenance ; and had it not been for Scipio, I I qu 
believe I ſhould either have let myſelf die of hunger, MW ko 
or have loſt my realon intirely ; but that dexterous ſe- pe 
eretary found means to beguile my grief, by conform. I lat 
mg himſelf to it: he made me ſwallow broths, by the 
art of preſenting them with ſuch a mortified look, as he 
if he gave them not ſo much with a view of preſervæ MW w! 
ing my life, as of nurſing my affliction. lip 
This afteftionate ſervant, having written to Don IS 
Alphonſo, on account ot my misfortune, and the th 
deplorable ſituation in which I was; that tender and 15 
compaſſionate nobleman, that generous friend, re- G1 
aired immediately (o Lirias. I cannot without be- I 
ing melted, recal the moment in which he preſented 1 kn 
himſelf to my view: My dear Santillane! (ſaid he, if 
embracing me) I am not come hither to conſole you; ſhc 
I am come to mourn with you, for Antonia, as you thy 
would mourn with me; had fate robbed me of my ail 
Seraphina. In effect, he ſhed tears and mingled his 
fighs with mine: So that, overwhelmed as I was co 


with ſorrow, I had a lively ſenſe of Don Alphonlo's Wh * 
goodneſs. 
This governor having had a long conference with 


Scipio, about the means of vanquithing my grief; Ba 
they concluded that I muſi for ſome time be removed Ph 
from Lirias, where every thing recalled inceſſantly Le 
to my mind the image of my poor Antonia; upon 32 
this, Don Cæſar's fon promiſed to carry me with him * 
to Valencia, and my ſecretary ſeconded him fo well, ol 
that I yielded to his propoſal. I left Scipio and is P 


wife at my houſe, every part of which, indeed, 9 
1 ; - - + on J 


% r HAS iT 39 
only to increaſe my affliction, and ſet out wick the 
governor. ., When I arrived at Valencia, Don Cæſas 
and his daughter-in-law ſpared nothing to divert my 
chargrin; they entertained me by turns, with all the 
amuſements that ſeemed proper to. diſpel it; but in 
ſpite of all their endeavours, I continued as much ag 
ever, plunged in the moſt profound melancholy. It 
was not Scipio's fault, that I did not reſume my tran- 


_quility : he came often from Lirias to Valencia, to 
know how I was, and returned ſad-or gay, as he 


perceived me more or leſs diſpoſed to receive conſo- 
lation. | 
One morning entering my chamber, “ Sir, (faid 
he with great emotion) there is a report in the cit 
which intereſts the whole kingdom; it is ſaid that Phi- 
lip the Third is no more, and that the prince his ſony 
is now upon the throne; nay more (added he) that 
the cardin«sl duke of Lerma fas loſt his poſt, that he 
is even forbid the court, and that Don Gaſpard de 
Guzman“, count d'Olivarez, is now prime miniſter.““ 
felt myſelf agitated by this piece of news, without 
knowing wherefore; and Scipio perceiving it, aſked 
if I wasany how affected by this great change. Why 
ſhould it affect me, my child? (faidT) I have quitted 
the court, and ought to look with indifference upo 
ail the changes that can happen there.“ | 
For a man of your age, (replied the fon of Cof- 
colina) you are very much detached from the world z 
were I in your place, I ſhould have a longing deſire 


+ Don Gaſpard de Guzman, duke of St. Lucar de 
Barameda, and Count d'Olivarez, upon the death of 
Philip the Third, and diſgrace of the Cardinal Duke of 
Lerma, became prime miniſter to Philip the Fourth, 
and enjoyed, at one time, the poſts of great chambers 
lain, high chancellor of the Indies, treaſurer general 
ol Arragon, ſupreme counſellor of ſtate, chief maſ- 
ter of the horſe, captain-general'of the whole Spaniſh 
cavalry, and governor of 3 a 3 ih 
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to go to Madrid, and ſhew my face to the young 
monarch, to ſee if he would remember me : this is 
a pleaſure in which I would indulge myſelf,” «1 
underſtand -thee, (ſaid y; thou wouldſt have me re- 
turn to court, and try fortune a-new, or rather to 

row. ambitious and coveteous again.” „ Wh 
ſhould your morals be corrupted ? (anſwered Scipio 
have more confidence in your own virtue; I wil 
anſwer for your conduct; the wholeſome refle&ions 
which you made upon the court, during your diſgrace, 
will ſcreen you from the perils of it: re-imbark boldly 
upon a ſea, the ſhelves of which you are ſo well ac- 
quainted with.“ „Peace, flatterer (ſaid I, inter- 
rupting him with a ſmile) art thou tired of ſeeing me 
lead a quiet life? I thought thou hadſt a greater regard 
for my repoſe. “ 

In this part of our converſation, Don Cæſar and 
his ſon coming in, confirmed the news of the king's 
death, as well as the duke of Lerma's misfortune; 
they moreover told me, that this miniſter having aſk- 
ed leave to return to Rome, it was refuſed, and he 
was ordered to repair to his marquiſate at Denia: 
then, as if they had been in concert with my ſecreta- 
ry, they adviſed me to go to Madrid, and preſent my» 
ſelf to the new king, fince I was known to him, and 
had even done him ſuch ſervice as the great always re- 
compence with pleaſure. © As for my part {ſaid Don 
Alphonſo) I don't doubt but he will be grateful, and 
that Philip the Fourth will pay the debts of the prince 
of Spain.“ © I am of the ſame opinion (ſaid Don 
Czſar), and look upon Santillane's journey to court 
as an occaſion for him to arrive at great prefer- 
ment, : 

% Truly, gentlemen (cried I), you don't conſider 
what you ſay; to hear you, one would think I had 
nothing to do but repair to Madrid, in order to have 
the golden key or ſome government conferred on mg! 
you are miſtaken ; I am, on the contrary; perſuaded 
that the king would take no notice of my perſon, 


#7 — Were 


„ rr 
were I to preſent myſelf to his view: I will do it, if 
you defire, in order to diſabuſe you.” The noble- 
men of Leyva took me at my word, and I could, not 
help promiſing that I would immediately: ſet out for 
Madrid, As ſoon as my ſecretary ſaw me deter- 
mined on the journey, he felt an immoderate joy: he 
imagined that I ſhould no ſooner appear before the 
new monarch than that prince would diſtinguiſh me 
in the crowd, and load me with honours and wealth 
thereupon, feeding his fancy with the moſt ſplendid 
chimeras, he raiſed me to the firſt offices of the 
ſtate, and preferred himſelf by the help of my ele- 
vation. ; 1 
I got ready, therefore, to return to court, not with 
a view of ſacrificing again to fortune, but to ſatisfy 
Don Cæſar and his ſon, who imagined that I ſhould 
ſoon poſſeſs the favour of my ſovereign. True it is, 
I myſelf felt at the bottom ſome deſire of trying if the 
young prince would know me. again: attracted by 
this emotion of curioſity, without hope or deſign. of 
reaping any advantage from the new reign, I de- 
parted with Scipio, for Madrid, leaving the care of 


my houſe to Beatrice, who was an excellent œco- 
nomiſt. | . 


CHAP. II. 


Gil Blas arrives at Madrid, and appears at court: the king 
remembers and recommends him to his prime miniſter, 
The conſequence of that recommendation. 


E gained Madrid in leſs than eight days, Don 

Alphonſo having accommodated us with two 
of his beſt horſes, that we might make the greater diſ- 
patch; and we alighted at a furniſhed houſe where T 
lodged before, belonging to Vincent Forrero, my old 
landlord, who was very glad to ſee me again. 
As this was a man who piqued kind knows. 
ing every thing that happened, both at court and city, 
L aſked if there was py thing new 4+ A great many 


3 things, 
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things, anſwered he, ſince the death of Philip the third, 


the friends and partiſans of the cardinal duke of Lei- 
ma, have beftirred themſelves to maintain his eminen- 
cy in the miniſtry; but their efforts have been incf- 
fectual: the count d'Olivarez has got the beiter of 
them all. It is ſaid, that Spain loſes nothing by the 
change, and that the new prime miniſter has a genius 
of ſuch vaſt extent, that he is able to govern the whole 
world: heaven preſerve him. What is certain, added 
he, is, that the people have conceived the higheſt 
opinion of his capacity; and we ſhall fee in the end, 
Whether the duke of Lerma is well or ill replaced.“ 
Forrero having thus opened, gave me an account of all 
the changes which had been made at court, ſince the 
count d' Olivarez ſteered the helm of the monarchy. 
Two days after my arrival at Madrid, I went to 
court in the aſternoon, and put myſelf in the king's 
way, as he went into his cloſet; but he did not Took at 
me: I returned next day to the fame place but was 
not more fortunate. The third time, he caſt his eye 
upon me, as he paſſed, but ſeemed to take no notice of 
my perſon; whereupon I came to a determination, 
and ſaid to Scipio ho accompanied me, Thou ſeeſt 
that the king does not remember me, or if he does, 
has no mind to renew the acquaintance: I believe it 
will not be amiſs for us, to ſet out upon our return to 
Valencia.” Not ſo faſt, Sir, rephed my ſecretary, 
you know better than I, that ſucceſs at court is only to 
e obtained by patience; don't ceaſe ſhewing your» 
ſelf to the prince; by dint of perſeverance in appeat- 
ang before him, you will oblige him to conſider you 
more attentively, and to recal the features of his agent 


= wrhthe fair Catalina. 


: "That Scipio might have nothing to reproach me 
with, I had the complaiſance to contiuue the "fame 
conduct during three weeks: and one day, at Teng 
the monarch, ſtruck with my appearance, ordered me 
40 be called in; and I entered his clofet, not without 
great difoxder,'to find my ſelſ tete tier wich my fove 
( 19 5 | 8 , reigu . 
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reign. © Who are you? ſaid he, I remember YA 
face, but cannot recolle& where I have ſeen you? 
Sir, anſwered [ trembling, I had the honowr-to cage» 
duct your, majeſty, one night, with * count de J. 
mos, to the houſe of — Ohl I remember. 3, 
ſaid the prince interrupting me, you was ſectetary to 
the duke of Lerma, and if I am not miſtaken, your 
name is Santillane. I have not forgot that you ſerved 
me with abundance of zeal on the occaſion, and that 
you was very ill rewarded for your pains: was 
you impriſoned for that adventure? * Yes, Sir, ſaid 
I) I was fix months in the tower of Segovia, from 
whence your goodneſs delivered me.” * That, ap- 
ſwered he, does not acquit me of the obligation; it is 
not enough to ſet you at liberty, I ought to recom- 
pence you for the misfortune you ſuffered for love of 
me.“ 3 
Juſt as the prince had pronounced theſe words, the 
count d'Olivarez entered the clolet. A favourite takes 
umbrage at every thing: he was aſtoniſhed Find 2 
ſtranger there: and the king redoubled his ſurpriaę, 
in ſaying to him: “ Count, I recommend this young 
man to you ; employ him in ſome ſhape or other, and 
take care of his advancement.” The miniſter affected 
to receive this order with a gracious look, eying me 
from head to foot, and very anxious to know who.I 
was, * Go, friend, ſaid the monarch to me, making 
a ſign for me to retire, the count will not fail to em · 
ploy you in an advantageous manner, both for my ſer- 
vice and your own intereſt,” | 
I immediately quitted the cloſet, and rejoined the 
ſon of Coſcolina, who, extremely impatient ta know 
what the king had ſaid to me, remained in the utmoſt 
agitation. He aſked me forthwith, whither we myſt 
return to Valencia or ſtay at coyrt? “ Thou ſholt 
judge, ſaid I: then I overwhelmed him with joy, in 
recounting to him, word for word, the ſhort conver- 
ſation which I had with the king. “ My dear maſter, 
laid Scipio to me, wu. he heard it, will you diſtzuſt 
4 mY 
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my almanacs again? confeſs that the lords of Ley 
and I were not to blame, in exhorting you to take 2 
trip to Madrid. I already fee you in ſome eminent 
poſt, you will become the Calderona of count d' Of. 
varez. That is not all that 1 wiſh: ſaid I inter. 
*rupting him, I have no ambition for a place which i 
invironed with ſo many precipices. I would rather 
"Have an employment in which I ſhould have no oc- 
caſion to do injuſtice, or carry on a ſhameful traffick 
of my prince's favours : after the uſe I made of my 
paſt credit, I cannot be too much upon my guard 
againſt avarice and ambition.“ Come, Sir, replied 
my ſecretary, the miniſter will give you ſome good 
"Poſt, Which you may fill without ceaſing to be an 

oneſt man.” 
More urged by Scipio, than by my own curioſity, l 
went next day to the houſe of count d'Olivarez, be. 
fore ſun-riſe, having been informed that every morn- 
ing, in ſummer and wintex, he gave audience by cat. 
dle-light. I modeſtly thok my ſtation in the corner 
of the hall, from whence I narrowly obſerved the 
count when he appeared; for I had but a ſuperficill 
view of him, in the king's cloſet : he was taller than 
the middle ſize, and might have paſt for a fat man ii 
*a country where we ſee none almoſt but lean people: 
his ſhoulders were ſo high, that I thought him hunch 
backed, though he was not ſo: his head, which wa 
extremely large, hung down upon his breaſt ; his har 
was black and ſtraight, his viſage long, his complex. 
on of an olive colour, his mouth ſunk in, and his chin 
" pecked and turned upwards at the end.“ 
All this together could not make a very handſome 
appearance ; nevertheleſs, as I believed him to be well 
diſpoſed towards me, I looked upon him with a kk 
vourable eye, and even found him agreeable. True 
1 8 


* It was probably on account of this his difadvat- 
tageous figure, that he commonly gave audience fron 
His coach, or received people, fitting, 
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i is, he treated every body with an affable and ples- 
ſant air, and very gracioufly received the memorials 
which were preſented to him: and this Teemed to 
ſupply the place of a. good perſon. | Mean Whi 
when I advancedin my turn to ſalute; him, and ma 
mylelt known, he daricd a rude and threatening K 
at me; then turning his back, without' deigriing de 
hear me, returned into his cloſet. I now'thoughthing 
more ugly than he was naturally, went out of che bell, 
very much confounded at ſuch an unfsvourable fe- 
ception, and did not know what to think of the H- 
ter. } | þ, OI 
Having rejoined Scipio, who waited for me at the 
door, „ Doſt thou know, ſaid I, what reception I 
have met with?“ „ No, anſwered he, but it is not 
difficult to gueſs ; the miniſter, ready to conform him- 
ſelt to the pleaſuie of his prince, hes, doubtleſs, offered 
you ſome conliderable employment.“ There you 
are miſtaken,” I replied. telling him at the ſame time 
in what manner I had been received, Having liſtene 
attentively, he laid, « The count mutt 59 
you, or ,miſtaken you for rr elſe: I adviſe 
you to wait on him again, and I am ſure he Will treat 
you with another ſort of look.” I followed my ſe- 
cretary's advice, and preſen ed myſelt the ſecond time 
betore the miniſter, Who treated me fiill-worte than 
at ir}, frowned at me, as it the fight of me had given 
him pain, tutued his eyes another way, and retired 


* 


without ſpeaking one word. 

I was touched to the quick by his behaviour, and 
tempted to depart immediately tor Valencia: but this 
Scipio did not fail to oppoſe, being unwilling to re- 
nounce the hopes which ne had conceived.” “ Doſt 
thou not ſee, fa1d I to him, that the count wants to 
remove; me hm court? The king bas expreſſed to 
him ſome gend tor me, and that is ſufhicient to bring 
upon me the averſion of his favourite: let us Yield, 
my child, let us yield with a good grace to the power 


ol ſuch a formidable ſoe.' * Sir, anfwered hey in- 
; cenſed 
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Balthazar de Zuniga. 
him, and aſked if he knew me, and if he would ſtill 
be ſo good as to ſpeak to a wretch who had repaid 
chis friendſhip with ingratitude. You confeſs then, 
ſaid-he, that you have not uſed me extremely well 2”: 
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.cenſed againſt the count d'Olivarez, I would not ſo 
eaſily 3 groued ; I would go and complain to 
his majeſty, of the little regard which the miniſter 
Thews to his recommendation.” Bad counſel, my 
Friend, ſaid I; if I ſhould take that imprudent ſtep, 
I, would ſoon repent it ; nay, I believe I run ſome riſk 
an tarrying in this city.“ | by 
My ſecretary began to weigh theſe words, and 
conſidering that we had actually to do with a man 
Who might make us reviſit the tower of Segovia, he 
.partook of my fear, and no longer oppoſed my 
deſire of quitting Madrid, from whence I reſolved 
to move the very next day. 


C HAN, III. 


'Gil Blas is hindered from executing his reſolution to leave 
"© the court, and receives an important piece of ſervice 
From Joſeph Navarro. 


a N my return to my lodging, I met my old friend 


5 Joſeph Navarro, clerk of the kitchen to Don 
I went up to him, ſaluted 


« Yes, anſwered I, and you have a right to load me 


with reproaches : I deſerve them all, if I have not 
already expiated my. crime, by the remorſe which at. 

d t Since you have repented of your fault, 
replied Navarro, embracing me, I ought no longer 


tended it.“ 
to remember it.” I, on my part, hugged Joſeph in 
any arms; and we reſumed our former tentiments 
for each other. | 


le had heard of my impriſonment, andthe diſor-! 
der of my affairs, but was ignorant of what followed. 


I informed him of all, and even recounted to him the 
eonverlation I had wittr the king, not concealing 8 


„ wy 


Dr 
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bad reception I had met with from the miniſter, ng 
more than my deſign of retiring again to my ſolitude, 
« Beware of going thither, ſaid he, ſince our monarch 
has expreſſed a friendſhip for you: it muſt certainly 
be of ſome ſervice. Between you and me, the count 
d'Olivarez has a very fingular diſpoſition, and is full 
of whims : he ſometimes, as on this occaſion, acts in 
a very unaccountable manner; and nobody but him- 
ſelf has the key of his irregular behaviour, Finally, 
whatever reaſons he may have for receiving you in 
this manner, ſtick cloſe to the buſineſs ; he will not. 
hinder you from profiting by the prince's bounty z 
this is what I aſſure you: I will mention it this eve» 
ning to Signior Don Balthazar de Zuniga, my maſter, 
who is uncle to the count d'Olivarez, and ſhares with 
him the cares of government. Navarro having told me 
this, aſked a direction to my lodging, and fo we pars 
ted. | | | 

It was not long before I ſaw him again. Coming 
to me next day, © Signior de Santillane, ſaid he, you 
have a proteQor in my maſter, who will favour you 
with his ſupport. On account of the good charac» 
ter which I gave of you, he has promiſed to ſpeak in 
your behalf to his nephew the count d'Ohvarez, 
whom I hope he will prepoſſeſs in your favour, My 
friend Navarro, who did not ſerve me by halves, in- 
troduced me two days after to Don Balthazar “, Wh. 
ſaid to me with a courteous look, Siguior de Sau- 
tillane, your friend Joſeph has ſpoke fo well of you, 
as to engage me in your intereſts,” © I made a pro- 
found bow to Signior de Zuniga; and anſwered that 
I ſhould all my life have a lively ſenſe of the obliga- 


Don- Balthazar de Zuniga Count de Monterez, - 
was great commander of Leon, governor to Philii 
IV. king of Spain, ambaſſador at Rome and Yi 
and preſident of the Italick council, 
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tion I lay under to Navarro, for having procured ſot 
me the protection of a miniſter who was juſtly ſtiled, 
The light of the council. Don Balthazar at this flatter. 
{ reply, clapt me on the ſhoulder, ſaying with 4 
mile, „ You may go again to morrow to the levee 
the count d'Olivarez, with whom you will be bet. 
ak ſatisſied than before.“ K 
1 appeared therefore, the third time, before the 
we miniſter ; who, having diſtinguiſhed me in 
he croud, honoured me with a ſmiling look, from 
whence I conceived a good omen. This goes 
well, (faid I to my myſelf :) the unele has made the 
nephew. hear reaſon.” I now expected a favourable 
reception; and my expectation was fulfilled : the 
gount, after having given audience to every body, 
Jent for me to his cloſet, where he ſaid to me, with 
A familiar air, „ Friend Santillane, forgive me for 
having thrown thee into perplexity, for my diver 
Gon; I pleaſed myſelf with giving thee uncafineſs, 
in order io try thy prudence, and ſee what hou 
wouldſt do in thy chagrin. | I don't doubt then 
thoughteſt I was diſpleaſed with thee ; but, on the 
gontrary, my child, I own I have a liking io thy pen 
fon, Though the kings, my maſtet, had not order 
ed me to take care of thy fortune, I ſhould- have 
done it through pure inclination. Beſides, my uncle 
„Don Balthazar de Zuniga, to whom I can refuſens 
thing, has defired me to look upon thee as one for 
whom he interelis himſelf : this is enough to deten 
mine me in thy favour.” This declaration made 
Tack a ſtrong imprefion upon my ſenſes, that the) 
were quite diſordered. I threw myſelf: at the fe 
of the miniſter, who having bid me riſe, went on it 
this manner: Come hither: again thik aftefnoon, 
and call for my ſteward, who will impart to the 
the orders I. mall give him.“ So ſaying, his exett 
ency went out ig hear maſk, as he: uſually did e te 
day, after having given audience; and then repaire 
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Did not fail to return in the afternoon, and can 

for the ſteward, whoſe name was Don Raymond 
Caporis, I no ſooner told him my name, than, ſalut- 
ing me With great demonttrations of reſpe&, *:Signt 
or, (ſaid he) follow me if you Pn: 1 will condutt 
you io the apartment which is deſtined for you in this 
houſe.” So faying, he carried me by a little Nair 40 
a range of five or fix rooms, which compoſed the fe 
cond ſtory of one wing of the houſe, and which were 
very plainly furniſned. “ This (laid he) is the lodg- 
ing which his Grace appoints for you; and here you 
will have a table with ſix covers, meintained at his 
expence. You will be ſerved by his own domeſtics, 
and there will always be a coach at your command, 
This is not all, {added he) his excellency has orger- 
ed me to treat you with the ſame reſpeR, as if you 
was of the family of Guzman! „ What the deuce 
is the meaning of. all this! ;faid I to myſelf How 
am I to underſtand theſe deſtinctions ! Is thete not 
ſome miſchief at bottom? and is it not for his di 
verſion that the miniſter gives me fuch honoutable 
treatment.“ While I was in this. uncertainty, fluctu- 
ating between hope and fear, a page came and told 
me, that the count wanted me. I Went inſtantly 10 
his Grace, who being alone in bis cloſet, “ Well, 
Santillane, (ſaid he) art thou ſatisfied with thy apart- 
ment, and the orders which I have given to Dot 
Ray mond?“ The goodneſs of your excelleney, 
anſwered I, ſtems to me excefiive ; and 1 recti 
it with fear and trembling.” „ For what feaſoh'? 
(faid he) can 1 do too much honout to a thatr whomth 
the king has recommended to my care? No ittdeedy 
1 do no more than my duty in trearmrg thee in un He 
Kourable manner: be not therefore up „ 
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1 do for thee ; and be aſſured, that a ſolid and 
ſplendid fortune cannot, eſcape thee, provided thou 
art as much attached to me as thou waſt to the duke 
of Lerma. But with regard to that nobleman; add 
ed he, I have been told that you lived in great. fa- 
miliarity with him. I am curious to know how 


you two became acquainted, and what employment cor 
ou exerciſed nnder that miniſter: diſguiſe nothing: Hi 
CER oa bearing the whole truth,” I then re- do 
membered my perplexity with the duke of Lerma, x 
in the ſame caſe, and in what manner I extricated no 
myſelf ; and this I practiſed again very ſucceſsful- de! 
ly ; that is to ſay, in my narration I ſoftened the loi 
rough places, or paſſed ſlightly over thoſe things hit 
Which did not much redound to my honour : I like. im 
wiſe ſpared the duke of Lerma; though in doing B. 
otherwiſe I ſhould have better pleaſed my hearer. \ to 
As for Don Rodrigo de Calderona *, I gave him no ec 

| quarter 81 

; ne 

'* Rodrigo Calderona, after having been page to p- 

the Vice chancellor of Arragon, entered into the ſer- 

vice of the duke of Lerma, and by the infereſt and p 
= favour of that miniſter, which he engroſſed in a par- 0 
W ticular manner, obtained very conſiderable offices. f. 


He was firſt of all made gentleman of the bed-cham- 
ber to the King, then ſecretary of ſtate: ſome time 
after, he received the collar of the order of St. Jago, 
BS was made commander of Arcana, and created cap 
W tain of the German guard. Such extraordinary fas 
vour he could not bear with moderation, but becom- 
ing extremely infolent and licentious, deſpiſed the 
molt powerful grandees of Spain, to whoſe hatred he 
fell a ſacrifice, after the diſgrace of the Cardinal 
Duke of Lerma. He was arreſted in the year 1619, 
and tried on an impeachment containing 250 articles, 
BAS among which were ſorcery and poiſoning the Queenz 
WS though theſe two were not proved yet he was con- 
L909 , 
= gcmned to loſe his head; and being allowed to diſ- 
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quarter, but diſcloſed all the fine ſtrokes which he 
ruck in the traffic of commanderies, goverments 
and benefices. 5 
1 What you tell me of Calderona (ſaid the miniſter, 
interrupting me} is conformable to ſeveral memorials 
which have been preſented againſt him, and which 
contain heads of accuſation till more important. 
His trial will ſoon come on; and if you wiſh has 
downfall, I believe your deſire will be ſatisfied.” 
« I don't deſire his death, {ſaid I) though it was 
not his fault that I found nut mine in the tower of 
Segovia, where he was the cauſe of my being impri- 
ſoned for a good many months.“ How! (cried 
his excellency) was Don Rodrigo the cauſe of thy 
impriſonment ? this 1s what I did not know. Don 
Balthazar, to whom Navarro regounted thy hiſtory, 
told me that the late king ordered thee to be confin- 
ed, as a puniſhment for having carried the prince of 
Spain to a ſuſpected place, in the night; but I knew 
no more of the matter: and I can't conceive what 
part Calderona could play in the piece.” © The 


poſe of by will, no more than two thouſand ducats 
of all his immenſe wealth, was ordered to prepare 
for death. He was afterwards deprived of the en- 
ſigns of knighthood, and conducted to the place of 
execution, dreſſed in a caſſock mourning cloak, with 
a caul of frize, and a croſs upon his breaſt, His 
body, with two © torches on each fide of it, was 
guarded on the ſcaffold by a party of the patrole till 
the evening, when a great number of prieſts being 
aſſembled to honour his remains, they were diſmiſ- 
ſed, and forbid to accompany the corpſe, which was. 
carried without any pomp to the church of the. Car- 
melites, according to his own deſire. His head was 
ſevered by a ſtroke upon the throat, becauſe in Spain, 
none but traitors receive it on the neck behind: and 
he died with ſuch courage and decency, as affected 
ven his enemies with ſorrow and remorſo. 1 
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irt of a lover wha revenges an injury received,» 
{anſwered 1). I then told him the whole adventure, 
which he thought ſo diverting, that, grave as he waz 
be could not help laughing, or rather weeping with 
with. He was infinitely rejoiced with Catalina, 
ſometimes niece and ſometimes grand daughter, ay 
well as with the part which the duke of Lerma acted 
in the whole: 

When I had finiſned my narration, the count 
diſmiſſed me, ſaying, that he would not fail to find 
me ſome employment next day. Iran immediate} 
to the houſe of Zuniga, to thank Don Balthazar. for 
his good offices, and to tell my friend N how 
well I v was with the er | 


4 CHAP. V. 


The private conver ration whick Cil Blas had with Na+ 


- varro, and the firſt buſineſs in which he was employed 
"bythe count d Ottvarez. | 


S-foon as 1 faw Joleph, I told kin with ſome 

. agitation, that I had a great many things tþ 
gommunicate:; upon which, he carried me to a pri- 
vate place: Where, after having informed him of 
What had happened, I aſked his opinion of the matter, 
„ My opinion (anſwered he) is, that you are in the 
Way of making a vaſt fortune: every thing ſmiles up- 
on you: you-arc agreeable to the prime- miniſterzʒ and 
another thing which may turn out to your advantage 
is, that I can do you. the lame ſervice which you re 


| 4 | ceived from my uncle Melchior de la Ronda, when 
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you firlt entered the family of the archbiſhop of Gre- 
nada. He pated you the trouble of ſtudying the pre- 
late and his principal officers, by diſcloſing their dif 
ferent charecters to you at once; and I will, after his 
example, make you acquainted with the count, the 
counteſs his wife, and one Maria de in 
only chlid. 4 
e 
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The miniſter has a quick penetrating genius, 'ca” 
pable of forming grand deſigns. He ſets up for an 
univerſal man, becauſe he has a ſmall tincture of 
every ſcience, and believes himſelf able to decide in 
every thing. He imagines himſelf a PE law- 
yer, a great captain, and a moſt couſummate politi- 
cian. Add to this, he is fo intoxicated with his own 
opinions, that he always follows them rather than 
thoſe of others, that he may not ſeem beholden to the 
underſtanding of any man. Between you and me, 
this defect may have Aang conſequences, from which 


heaven preſerve the monarchy. He ſhines in the 
council by a natural eloquence ; and he would write 


as well as he ſpeaks, if, in order to dignify his ſtile, 
he did not affect expreſſions which render it ſtiff and 
obſcure, He is, beſides, very whimſical, capricious 
and chimerical. So much for his head. As to his 


heart, he is generous and friendly. He is ſaid to be 


vindictive: but what Spaniard is otherwiſe ? He is 
alſo accuſed of ingratitude, in being the occaſion of 
cxiling the duke d'Uzeda and the friar Lewis Aliaga 2 
to whom, people ſay, he had great obligations; but 
this is pardonable; the deſire of being prime- miniſter 
prevails over every other ſentiment, 

Donna Agnez de Zuniga a Velaſco, counteſs of Oh» 
varez (continued Joſeph), is a lady who has no fault 
that I know but that of ſelling her favours at a high 


price. As for donna Maria de Guzman, who is, 


without contiadiction, this day the richeſt match in 
Spain, ſhe is an accompliſhed young lady, and the 
idol of her father : model your behaviour according» 


ly: be aſſiduous in making your court to theſe two 


ladies, and appear ſtill more devoted to the count 


d'Olivasez than you was to the duke of Lerma, before 


your journey to Segovia; in which caſe you will 
certainly become a perſon of rank and power. 

I likewiſe adviſe you (added he) to wait upon my 
maſter Don Balthazar, from time to time; though 


you have no need of him for your advancement, 


don't 
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don't negle& him: he has a very good opinian of 


which may be of ſervice to you upon ſome occaſion 
or qther. * As the uncle and nephew ({aid I) are 
hath coneerned in the miniſtry, 1s there no jealouſy 
between the two colleagues?“ „ On the contrary 
{anſwered he), they live together in the greateit har- 
mony. Had it not been for Don Balthazar, the count 
d'Olivarez, perhaps, would not have been prime- 
miniſter © for, in ſhort, after the death of. Philip the 
Third, all the friends and partizans of the houſe of 
Sandoval exerted themſelves very much; ſome in fa- 
vqur of the cardinal, and others in behalf of the ſon ; 
but my maſter, who was the moſt ſubtle among the 
courtters, and the count as cunning as he, broke all 
their meaſures, and took ſuch effectual ſteps to ſecure 
that place, that their antagoniſts were quite foiled, 


ſhared the adminiſtration with his uncle Don Baltha- 
zar, to whom he left the care of foreign affairs, re- 
ſerving all domeſtic concerns to himſelt : ſo that by 
theſe means ſtrengthening the ties of friendſhip which 
Ought naturally to unite perſons of tlie ſame blood, 
theſe two noblemen, independent of one another, 
| live in ſuch good correſpondence, as to me ſeems 
unalterable.” ö 

= Such was the converſation I had with Joſeph; by 
= whoſe information I hoped to profit: after which, 
& 1 went to thank Signior de Zuniga, ſor his goodneſs 
towards me. He told me very politely, that he 
A would ſeize every occaſion of befricnding me; and 
that he was very glad to find me ſatisfied with his ne- 
= phew; to whom, he aſſured me, he would ſpeak 
RE - again in my favour; reſolving at leaſt {he ſaid) to con- 
3 vince me that he had my welfare at heart; and that, 


mitead of one patron, I had two. It was thus that: 


Dos Balthazar, out of friendſhip for Navarro, inter» 
ER cled himſelf in my behalf. ; 
| That very evening I quitted my hired room, to 80 


you at preſent ; preſerve his friendſhip and eſteem, 


The count d'Olivarez, when he became miniſter, 
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and lodge at the prime miniſter's houſe, where I ſu 
ped with Scipio, in my own apartment. There we 
were ſerved by the domeſtics of the family, who 
while we ate our victuals with an affected brech 
laughed, perhaps, within themſelves, at the xeſpe 
which they were commended to ſhew. When the 
table was uncovered, and they were retired, my ſecre- 
tary, laying aſide his conſtraint, ſaid a thouſand di- 
verting things, which his gay diſpoſition and ſanguine 
hopes inſpired. As for me, although rd at 
the brilliant ſituation in which I ſaw myſelf, I felt 
myſelf no longer diſpoſed to be dazzled by it: but, 
going to bed, flept ſoundly, without giving way to 
the agreeable ideas with which 1 might have enter- 
tained my fancy; whereas the ambitious Scipio enjoy- 
ed little 1epoſe, but.paſſed half of the night, in hoard- 
ng up money for the portion of his daughter Sera» 
phina. 
I had ſcarce got on my cloaths next morning, when 
I was ſent for by, his grace; who, when I.came be- 
fore him, ſaid to me,. Well, Santillane, let us fee 
a ſpeciman of what thou canſt do: thou ſayeſt, the 
duke of Lerma employed thee in abridging memg- 
rials: I have got one which I intend for thy firſt eſ- 
ſay. The fubje& of it is this; it muſt be a perform= 
ance to _ the public in favour of my miniſtry. 
I have already var ſpread a report, that I found 
affairs in very great diſorder : the buſineſs therefore 
is, to expoſe to the eyes of both court and city, the 
miſerable condition to which the monarchy is redu- 
ced. We muſt, on this ſubject, draw a pifture which 
will ſtrike the people, and hinder them from regret». 
ung the loſs of my predeceſſor, After that, you mult 
extol the meaſures which I have taken to render his 
i reign glorious, his dominions flouriſhang, 
and his ſubjects perfectly happy. — 
His grace having ſpoke in this manner, gave mea 
paper, containing the juſt cauſes the nation had 0 


complain of the preceding adminiſlration, 9 
u 


that he ſeemed ſurprized at my performance; Which 
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up in ten articles, the leaſt of which, I remembef, by 
was ſufficient to alarm all good Spaniards : then ſhut - cr 
ting me in a cloſet adjoining to his own, he left me io 
work at liberty. I began to compoſe my memorial az 
well as Icould: I firſt of all deſcribed the bad condi- 
tion of the kingdom, the finances exhauſted, the royal 
revenue eagroſſed by partizans, and the marine en- 1. 
tirely ruined. I then demonſtrated the faults com- a 
mitted by thoſe who had governed the ſtate, under | 
the laſt reign, and the terrible conſequences which 
might proceed from theſe ' faults. In ſhort, I repre- 4 
ſented the monarchy in danger, and ſo ſharply cenſur. 
ed the former miniſter, that, according to my memo- rei 
rial, the loſs of the duke of Lerma was a great happi- gr 
neſs for Spain. To ſay the truth, though 1 harboured W ha 
no reſentment againſt that nobleman, I was not ſorry MW «' 
to do him this good office. Such is the diſpoſition of bit 
man! 3 . 
In fine, after a frightful picture of the misfortunes m 
which threatened Spain, I encouraged the minds of © 
people, by making them conceive fair hopes of the W * 
future. I made the count d'Olivarez ſpeak like a fa ſe 
viour ſent from heaven, for the ſalvation of the ſtate; 
I promiſed mountains and miracles; in a word, I 
entered ſo well into the views of the new miniſter, 


when he had read to an end, “ Santillane, (ſaid he) 
doſt thou-know that thou haſt compoſed a morſel wot- 
thy of a ſecretary of ſtate? J am not ſurpriſed that the 
duke of Lerma employed thy pen; thy ſtile is con- 
Ciſe, and even elegant; but I think it is a little too 
natural.” He then pointed out the places which were 
not to his taſte, altering them wich his own hand; 
and I perceived, by his corrections, that he loved (as 
Navarro had told me) obſcure and far-fetched e- 

ions. Nevertheleſs, though he was reſolved 10 
Re nobleneſs, or rather conceits in his diction, he d 
"Preſerved two thirds of my work; and, to ſhew how Wh * 
well he was ſatisfied with my capacity, ſent to * 10 
1 1 7 
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lert at dinner, 


by Don Raymond, three hundred piſtoles, 28 à des 


"CHAP. Iv. 


The uſe to which Gil Blas put the three hundred piſtoles 3 


and his charge to Scipio: with the ſucceſs of the above - 
mentioned memorial. | | 


HIS favour of the miniſter furniſhed Scipio with 
18 a new opportunity of congratulating me on my 
return to court. You ſee ( ſaid he) that fortune hag 
great deſigns in your favour, Are you now ſorry for 
having quitted your ſolitude? Long life to the count 
d'Olivarez! he is quite another fort of a patron than 
his predeceſſor, The duke: of Lerma, though you 
was ſo much attached to him, let you languiſh ſeveral 
months, without giving you one piſtole ; whereas the 
count has already beſtowed upon you a gratification, 
which you could not have Sobel nll after long 
ſervice. | | | 

„ wiſh (added he) that the lords of Leyva were 
witneſſes of the happineſs which yau enjoy, or at leaſt 
made acquainted with it.“ „ It is time indeed for 
them to know it, (anſwered I) and I was juſt going to 
talk to thee about the matter. I don't doubt that 
they are extremely impatient to hear from me; but 
I waited until I ſhould ſee myſelf ſettled in ſome ſhape 
or other, and be able to inform them poſitively, whe- 
ther or not I ſhould ſtay at court. Now that I am 
fixed, thou mayeſt ſet out for Valencia when thou wilt, 
to inform thoſe noblemen of my preſent ſituation, 
which I look upon as their own work, finceit is cer» 
tain, that, had it not been for them, I ſhould never 
have determined upon my journey to Madrid.” * My 
dear maſter, (cried the ſon of Coſcolina) how happy 
will they be, when I recount to them what has hap» 
to you! would 1, were already at the gates of ve 

| Cid 
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eis! but I ſhall be there very ſoon : Don Alphonlſg', 
two horſes are ready: I will ſet out immediately with 
one of his grace's lacqueys; for, beſides that I ſhall 
be glad of a companion on the road, you know peo- 
le will be dazzled by the livery of the prime mini- 
er.” 
I could not help laughing at the ridiculous vanity 
of my ſecretary; though vainer ſtill perhaps, than he, 
I let him do as he deſired. * Go, ſaid J, and return 
as ſoon as poſſible; for 1 have another commiſſion to 
ive thee: thou muſt go to the Aſturias with money 
Er my mother: I have, through negligence, let the 
time paſs on which I promiſed to remit an hundred 
piſtoles to her, and which thou undertook to deliver 
with thy on hand. Theſe ſorts of promiſes from a 
ſon ought to be ſo ſacred, that T upbraid myſelf with 
my want of punQuality.”” „Sir, anſwered Scipio, in 
fix weeks I will bring you an account of both theſe 
commiſſions; I will converſe with the lords of Ley. 
va, make a tour to your country-houſe, and re- viſit 
the city of Oviedo, which I never remember, with- 
out wiſhing three fourths and a half of its inhabitants 
at the devil.” Upon this, I counted out to the fon of 
Coſcolina one hundred piſtoles for my mother's pen- 
ſion, with an hundred more for himſelf; that he 
might agreeably perform the long journey which he 
had undertaken. 2 


A few days after his departure, the count ſent out 


memorial to the preſs; and it was no ſooner pub- 
| liſhed, then it became the ſubject of all converſation 
in Madrid. The people, always friends to novelty, 
were charmed with the performance; the low eþb of 
the finances, which was painted in lively colours, in- 
cenſed them againſt the duke of Lerma; and if the 
ſtrokes of the quill, which that miniſter received, 
were not e by every body, at leaſt they met 
with abundance of appiobation. 

As for the magnificem promiſes made by the count 
d'Olivarez, and, among ochers, that of detraying 2 
EDIT | Natlio 
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national expence by a prudent œconomy, without in- 
commoding the ſubjects; they dazzled the citizens in 
gencral, and confirmed them in the grand dpinion 
which they had already entertained of his capacity: ſd 
that the whole city echoed with his praiſe. | 
That miniſter, overjoyed to ſee the accompliſhment 
of his aim, which in that book had been to acquire 
the public affection, was reſolved to deſerve it effec» 
tually. by a commendable action, which ſhould be ſer- 
viceable to the king. For this purpoſe, he had recourſe 
to the invention of the emperor Galba; that is, to 
make thoſe who had enriched themſelves, the Lord 
knows how, in the adminiſtration of-the finances, re- 
gorge their wealth, When he had drawn from thoſe 
leeches the blood which they had ſucked, and filled 
the coffers of the king, he undertook to preſerve it, by 
ſuppreiling all penſions, not even excepting his own, 
as well as the gratifications that were given out of the 
king's exchequer. To ſucceed in this deſign, which 
he could not execute without changing the face of 
government, he employed me in compoſing a new 
memorial, the ſubſtance and form of which he dic- 
tated, He then enjoined me to riſe, as much as 1 
could, above the ordinary ſimplicity of my ſtile, and 
give more dignity to my expreſſions. Enough, m 
lord, {aid I, your excellency ſhall have the hend, and 
ub/tme which you deſire.” 1 ſhut myſelf up in the 
lame cloſet where I had compoſed the firſt, and there 
went to work, after having invoked the eloquent ge- 
mus of the archbiſhop of Grenada. 22 
I began by repreſenting, that we could not be too 
careful in preſerving the money which was in the 
treaſury, and which ought to be employed only m the 
emergencies of the ſtate, as being a ſacred fund, re- 
ſerved on purpoſe to keep the enemies of Spain in 
awe. Then I demonſtrated to the king, (for the me- 
moris] was add reſſed to him) that in taking away all 
the penhons and gratifications with which the reveuue 


was ſaddled, he thould not for all that, deprive _— 
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ſelf of the pleaſure of rewarding thoſe ſubjetts whe 
ſhould preſerve his favour ; ſince, without touching 
his treaſure, he was in a condition, to beſtow upon 
them great recompences : that for ſome, he had vice- 
royalties, governments, others of knighthood, and MP) = 
military employments; for others, commanderies, 
and penſions upon them, titles, magiſtracies; and, in 
fine, all ſorts of benefices for thoſe who are conſe- 
erated to the- church. Te | 
This memorial, which was much longer than the 
firſt, took me up near three days: and luckily, 1 
compoſed it to the taſte of my maſter ; who, indez 
it written with emphaſis, and ſtuffed with metas 
hors, loaded me with applauſe* I am very well 
Fatiafied with this, (ſaid be, pointing to the moſt tu- 
mid places) theſe are well amped expreſſions, 
Courage, friend; I foreſce that thou wilt be of great 
Tervice to me.” Nevertheleſs, in ſpite of the ap- 
plauſe which he was ſo prodigal, he did nat fail to 
re-touch the memorial. He nferted a good deal of ebe 
his own, and compoſed a piece of cloquence which 
charmed the king and the whole court. The cit 
Joined its approbation, conceived a happy omen of 
the future, and flattered. itſelf, that the monarchy 
would reſume its ancient luſtre under the miniltry of 
ſuch a great man, | 
His excellency, ſeeing that this piece did him a 
great deal of honour, was willing that I ſhould reap 
{ome fruit from it, in conſideration of my ſhare i 
the compoſition; he accordingly beſtowed upon mg 
a penſion of five hundred crowns upon the com- 
mandery of Caſlile; which was the more agreeable 
to me, 28 it was not wickedly, though calily got, 
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By what accident, in what place and condition Ci Blas 
found his friend Fabricio ; and. the converſation that 
happened petween OO feta | | 


Othing gave more pleaſure to the count, than 
to knaw the opinion which the wor of Ma- 


| arid had of his conduct in the miniſt He aſked 
a me every day, what people. {aid of him; and even 
eta, maintained ſpics, who brought him an exact account 
ell Nef what paſſed in the city, They reported to him 


every word which they heard; and as be ordered 


ba them to be ſincere, his ſelf- love ſuffered ſometimes; 
cat or the people have an intemperance of tongue which 


ap- has no reſpe& of perſons. ; | 
When I perceived that he was pleaſed with theſe 
Lok Mreports, 1 employed myſelf every afternoon, in going 
o public places, and joining converſation with goo 
city Weompany. When they ſpoke of the 1 
/ liſtened with attention; and if they faid any thing 


hf that deſerved to be re: told ta his excellency, I did not 
/ of fail to inform him of it: but it muſt be obſerved, that 


I never reported any thing which was ſpoke to his 
prejudice, | 25 | 
One day, as I returned from ane of theſe places, 
paſling by the door of an hoſpital, I felt an inclina- 
ion to enter. I walked through two or three wards 
full of ſick people a-bed, and ſurveyed every thing 
ible W-10und me. Among theſe unfortunate people, whom 
could not behold without compaſſion, I was {truce 
ith the appearance of ane, who, I believed, was 
my old friend and comrade Fabticio, That I might 
bare a more diſtin view of him, I approached 
Wis bed; and having no longer any reaſon to doubt th; t 
t was the poet Nupnez, opt a few minutes to con- 


* 
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in the ſame manner. At length, breaking filence 
« Sure (ſaid I) my eyes deceive me! is this actual ? | 
Fabricio whom I meet in this place ?”” © The ven he: 
ſame (anſwered he coldly ;) and thou haſt no cauſe i. 2 
be ſurpriſed at it. Since 1 left thee, J have ever ef Jur 
erciſed the buſineſs of an author ; I have compoſe} ® 
romances, comedies, all kinds of works of genius, 1 n 
have run my race, and am now at the hoſpital.” 
I could not help laughing at theſe words: and fit} I 
more at the ſerious air with which they were pre fe: 
nounced. © How | (cried I) has thy Muſe brought do 
thee to this place ?” © Thou ſeeſt it is ſo {he replied: * 
this houſe is the retreat of many a wit. Thou hall * 
done well, my child, to take another road: but, me} I 
thinks, thou art no longer at court, and the face of thih )* 
affairs is changed: nay, I remember to have heard th 
that thou wait impriſoned by order of the king? | 
„ True (ſaid I) the charming fituation in which li ” 
Was, when we parted, in a little time after was fol 
lowed by a reverſe of fortune, which robbed met th 
my wealth and liberty: nevertheleſs, my friend, tho 
ſeeit me again in a more flouriſhing ſtate than ever, 
« That is impoſſible! (cried Nunnez) thy appareli lic 
frugal and plain; and thou haſt not that vain and in 1 
ſolent air which proſperity uſually gives.“ „ Mu n 
fortune (anſwered I) hath purified my virtue; and by 


have learned in the ſchool of adverſity, to enjoy rich} © 
with moderation.“ | 2 
Tell me then (cried Fabricio, ſtarting up in b 
tranſport) what may be thy employment ? what bu oy 
neſs doſt thou follow ?- art thou not ſteward to ſom * 
Tuined grandee, or opulent widow ?” „ J have 1 
better poſt (I replied) but thou muſt diſpenſe with m 
telling thee more at preſent: I will ſatisfy thy ci h 
riofity another time: I will now only let thee know} ,. 
that I am in a condition to aſſiſt thee, or rather, tt * 
make thee eaſy for life, provided thou wilt promi 4 


to write no more works of genius, either in verſe « 


proſe, Doſt thou feel thy ſelf capable of _— ſu 
a ſacniic 


way 2 facrifice to me?” I have already made it to 
heaven (faid he) during a ſevere diſtemper of which I 

uſe M am juſt cured. A Dominican father has made me ab- 

er e jure poetry, as an amuſement which, if not criminal, 

poſed} # 1ealt diverts the mind from the purſuit of wiſdom 

ius. 1 and virtue.“ | NAT 

5 « I congratulate thee, my dear Nunnez (anfwered 

d dn 1); but beware of a relapſe.” „ That I am in no 

e pre fear of (he reſumed) : I am firmly reſolved to aban- 

ouch don the Muſes : and when thov cameſt into the ward, 
lied: was juſt compoſing an eternal adieu to them in 

1 hal verſe,”” Mr. Fabricio, ſaid I, ſhaking my head, 

, me I don't know if the Dominican and I dare truſt io 
ort your abjuration, you ſeem ſo furiouſly enchanted by 

bend theſe learned damſels.“ “ No, no, (anſwered he) 
eing. I have broke off all connectian with them ; nay, 

ich jo more; I have conceived an averſion for the public, 
s fel which does not deſerve that authors ſhould conſecrate 

me off their works to it: I ſhould be ſorry if I could pro- 

„ wol duce any thing that would pleaſe it. Don't imagine 
ever (continued he) that this language is dictated by paſ- 

reli {02 : 1 ſpeak in cold blood. I equally deſpiſe the 
ad u applauſe and hiſſes of the public, which one does 
not know how to manage. It is ſo capricious, that 

and ! it does not think two days one way. What fools 
rich are thoſe dramatic writers who are vain of the ſuc - 

ceſs of their performances! Whatever noiſe they make 
p in by their novelty, if they are brought upon the ſtage 

t bu twenty hore after, they are for the moſt part very ill 
ſom received. The preſent generation taxes the paſt with 
barel Want of taſte, and its determinations are contradicted 

+h m by choſe of the next. From whence I concluded, 

that thoſe authors who are now applauded, will be 


ver) 


Pos hiſſed by 2 It is the ſame thing with regard. 
ger to romances, an other amuſing books, which, tho? 
** at firſt they meet with general approbation, inſenſi- 
1 bly fink into contempt. That honour therefore 


which we reap from the good ſucceſs of our works, 
E 2 8 
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is nothing but a mere chimera, an illuſion of the 
brain, a fire of ſtraw which evaporates in ſmoke,” 
-Tho' 1 was well convinced that the Aſturian poet 
ſpoke this from paſſion only, I did not ſeern to per- 
ceive it; but ſard to him, I am overjoyed to find 
thee diſguſted with the belle lettre, and radically 


immediately procure for thee an employment in 
which thou mayelt .cnrich thyſelf, without being'at 
2 great expence of genius.” © So much the better! 
(cried he) Genius ſtinks in my noſtrils, and I now 
look upon it as the molt fatal preſent that heaven can 
beſtow upon men,” © I wiſh, my dear Fabricio, 1 
rephed, that thou mayeſt ſtill preſerve theſe ſentt- 
ments. If you perſiſt in your relohition to quit poe- 
try, I repeat it, I will ſoon procure for thee an ho- 
nmouiable end lucrative poſt; but until I can do thee 
this ſervice, added I, giving him a purſe of ſixty pil. 
2 pray accept of this {mall token of my friend 
1 * 
| « O generous friend! cried the fon of barber 
Nunnez, tranſported with gratitude and joy, what 
thanks do I owe to hcaven for bringing thee into this 
hoſpital, which I will leave this very day, by thy 
- afſiltance !'* And he actuaily ordered himſelf to be 
- tranſported into a hired lodging. But, before we 
parted, I told im where I lived, and invited him 
to come and ſee me, as ſoon as he ſhould be perſett- 
ly recovered. He ſeemed extremely ſurprized, when 
I told him that I lodged in the houſe of the count de 
Olivarez. . Thrice happy Gil Blas, (ſaid he) 
Whoſe fate it is to be a miniſter's favourite! L rejoice 
at thy good ſortune, ſince thou uſeſt it fo well. 
| Th 


cured ot the rage of writing. Be aſſured chat T will 
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CHAP, VII. 


Cil Blas becomes more and more beloved. by his naſſer. 


Sapio returns to Madrid, and gives an account of his 
journey to Santillane. . 


HE count d' Olivarez, whom: henceforth 1 
ſhall call the count-duke, becaule the king was 
pleaſed about this time to honour him with that 
title, had a foible which I diſcovered; very much to 
my own advantage; and this was a deſire of being 
beloved, As ſoon as he perceived that any one at- 
tached himſelf to him through mclination, he im- 
mediately concetved a ſriendſhip for that adherent. 

I took care not to neglect this obſervation, I was 
not contented with barely doing what he commands 
ed. I executed his orders with ſuch demonſtrations 
of zeal, as quite won his heart, I ſtudied his taſte in 
all things, that I might conform myſelf to it; and 
anticipated his deſires as much as I could. 

By this conduct, which ſeldom fails of ſucceſs, I 
inſenſibly became the favourite of my maſter, who, 
on his part, as I myſelf had the fame foible, gained 
my whole foul, by the marks of affection which he 
beftowed upon me; and TI infinuated myſelf fo far 
into his favour, that I at length ſhared h's confidence 
with Signior Carnero, his chief ſeeretary. | 

Carnero had praftiſcd this method of being agree- 


able to hisexcellency ; and ſucceeded ſo well, that he 


was intruſted with the myſteries of the cabinet. That 


lecrerary and | were the two confidents of the prime 
miniſter, and the depoſitortes of ms fecrets; with this 
difference, that he ſpoke to Carnero of nothing but 
ſtate affairs, and converſed with me on his own 
private concerns only; by theſe means making, as it 
were, two ſeparate departments with which we were 
both equally ſatisfied, we lived together without fra« 

; ve» YA 2t 08, 0 4 3 1 , . laylys 
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louſy, as without friendſhip. I had cauſe to he 
pleaſed with my ſituation, which giving me continnal 
Opportunities of being with the count-duke, I was 
always at hand to obſerve the very bottom of hig 
ſoul; which-he, though naturally diſſembling, ceaſed 
to conceal from me, when he no longer doubted the 
ſincerity of my attachment; 

“ Santillane, faid he to me one day, thou haſt 
ſeen the duke of Lerma enjoy an authority, which 
looked more like the power of an abſolute monarch 
than that of the favourite miniſter ; nevertheleſs. I 
am ſtill more lucky than he was, even at the bigheſt 
point of his fortune. He had two formidable ene- 
mies in the duke d'Uzeda his own ſon, and in the 
confeſſor of Philip the Third. Whereas, I ſee not 
one perſon near the king, who has credit enough 
15 hurt me, nor even one whom I ſuſpect to be my 
be.. 

4 It is true indeed, continued he, that when I 
came to the miniſtry, I ſuffered none to be near the 
prince but thoſe who were connected with me, either 
by blood or friendſhip. I have by viceroyalities or 
embaſſies got rid of all thoſe noblemen who by their 
per ſonal merit might have acquired ſome portion of 
my ſovereign's favour, which 1 was reſolved entirely 
to poſſeſs: fo that I may now ſafely ſay, no great 
man takes umbtage at my credit. Thou ſceft, Gil 
Blas, (added he) that I diſcoſe my heart to thee, As 
I have reaſon to think thee intirely devoted to me, I 
have choſen thee for my confident. Thou doſt not 
want underſtanding ; art, I believe, modcſt, prudent, 
and diſcreet; in a word, thou ſeemeſt proper for 
exccuting twenty forts of commiſſions, which require 
a young man of extenſive underſtanding, who is at 
the ſame time in my intereſts.” | 

I was not proof againit the flattering images which 
theſe words raiſed in my imagination, Some vapour 
of avarice and ambition mounted into my brain, and 
awaked in me thoſe ſentiments over which J iy 
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1 had gained a complete triumph, I proteſtey t - 
the miniſter, that I would anſwer his intentions wun 
with all my power; and IL kept myſelf ready to exe 
cute, without ſcruple, all the commiſſions with 
which he ſhould think proper to intruſt me. : 
While I was thus diſpoſed to raiſe new altars te 
Fortune, Scipio returning from his journey, faid, “ 1 
have not a tedious narration to make. The lords of 
Leyva were charmed when I told them the reception” 
you met with from the king, when be knew you, 
and with the behaviour of the count d*'Olivarez.” | 
Here I interrupted Scipio, ſaying, „ You would 
have given them {till more pleaſure, my friend; cou, 
you have told them on what footing I am now with 
his grace. The rapidity of the progreſs which I have 
made in his excellency's heart ſince thy departure, is 
altogether prodigious.” God be praiſed, my dear 
walter, alerted he, I foreſee that a ſplendid deſtiny 
awaits us.” Let us wave this ſubject, faid I, and 
talk of Oviedo. Thou haſt been at the Aſturias ; in 
what condition didſt thou leave my mother? ++ Alf 
Sir, he replied, aſſuming all of a fudden a melancholy 
look, I have nothing but afflicting news for you from 
that quarter,” O heaven, cried I; my mother is cer- 
tainly dead.” „ Six months ago, ſaid my feeretary, 
the good lady paid the tribute of nature, as well as” 
your uncle S1gntor Gil Perez.“ | 
I was deeply affected with my mother's death, al- 
though in my infancy I had never received from her 
thoſe carefles which are neceſſary to make children 
grateful in the lequel. I likewiſe paid thoſe tears * 
which I owed tothe good canon, for the care he had 
of my education. My grief indeed did not laſt jong, 
but ſoon mellowed into a tender remembrance Which 
I have always preſerved of my parents, | 


1 pals lot the tideit of the Guaman lamily. 
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Ae, and to whom, the count-duke married his only daugl. 
"ter, with the bitter fruits which tial marriage produced, 


Oo after the return of Coſcolina's ſon, the 
count duke fell into a profound reverie, in which 
he-remained for the ſpace of cight whole days. I 
imagined that he was meditating Hase great ſtroke of 
politics; but the ſubject of his muſing regarded his 
own family only. Gil Blas (ſaid he to me one af- 
ternoon) thou muſt have perceived that IT am a good 
deal perplexed in mind. Yes, my child, I am wholly 
engroſfed by an affair upon which the repoſe of my 
life depends; and I will impart the ſecret to thee. 

„% Donna Maria-my daughter, continued he, is now 
marriageable, aad her heart is diſputed by a great 


number of noblemen. The count de Niebles, eldeſt 


ſon of the duke de Medina Sidonia, chief of the fa- 


mily of Guzman, and Don Lewis de Haro, eldeſt ſon 


of the marquis de Carpio and my own fiſter, are the 
two candidates who ſeem beſt entifled to the prefer- 
ence ; eſpecially the laſt; who poſſeſſes merit ſo much 


ſuperior to that of his rivals, that all the court perſuade 


themſelves, I ſhall make choice of lam for my ſon- 
in-law. Nevertheleſs, without entering into the rea- 
ſans which I have to exclude mm, as well as the 
count de Niebles, I will tell thee, that I have caſt my 


eyes un Don Ramires Nunnes de Guzman, marquis 


of Feral, and chief of the family of Guzman d' Abra- 


| 4 dos: to this young nobleman, and the children Which 
pe ü thall have by my daughter, I intend to leave my 
= whole eſtate, annexed' to the title of count d'Olivarez, 


io which 1 will join the quality of grandee: ſo that, 


| WE. my grand childten and their deſcendants proceeding 


{ hom the branch'd Abtadas and that of Olivarez, will 
6s Well, 


CAL BIAS _» . 
* Well, Santillane, added he, doſt thou not ap- 
prove of my deſign ? „ Pardon me, Sir, anſwered 
I, the project is worthy of the genius that formed it; 
I am only afraid that the duke de Medina Sidonia 
will murmur at it.” + Let im murmur, if he 
pleaſes, reſumed the miniſter, I ſhall give myſelf very 
little trouble about that, I don't love his branch, 
which has uſurped the birth-right and titles thereunta 
attached, over the houſe of Abrados, I ſhall mind 
his complaints leſs than the chagrin of my filter the 
marchioneſs of Carpio, in ſeeing ber ſon diſappointed 
in his expectation of my daughter. But, after all, 1 
intend to pleaſe myſelf, and it is already decided, that 
Don Ramires ſhall prevail over all his rivals.” 

The count. duke having taken this reſolution, gave 
anew mark of hiz ſingular policy, in putting it in 
practice. He preſented a petition to the king, beg- 
ging that he and the queen would be pleaſed to be- 
flow his daughter in maariage, deſcribing the charac 
ters of the noblemen who were in purſuit of her, and 
leaving the choice intirely to their majeſties; but he 
did not fail, in ſpeaking of the marquis of Toral, to 
new that he was the moſt agreeable of them all. 
Whereupon, the king, who bad a blind complaiſance 
for his miniſter, returned this anſwer; “ I believe 
Don Ramires Nunnez worthy of your daughter 
Donna Maria; nevertheleſs, take your own choice, 
The match which will, ſuit you beſt, will be moſk 
agreeable to me. The king.” | 

The miniſter affected to ſhew this anſwer; and 
pretending to look upon it as his prince's order, made 
haſte to marry his daughter to the marquis of Toral ; 
an event that very much diſpleaſed the marchioneſs 
de Carpio, as well as tbe Guzmans, who had flattered 
themnlclves with the hope of eſpouſing Donna Maria, 
Nevertheleſs, as they could not hinder the marriage, 
they affected to gele brate it with great demonſtrations 
of joy. One would have thought the whole famil 
was charmed with the occaſion ; but the malcontent 
E 5 were 
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were foon revenged in a manner very melancholy 
for the count-duke. Donna Maria “ in ten monte 
drought forth a daughter, which died in the birth, 
and in a few days after fc]! herſelf a victim to death. 

What a loſs was this for a father, who, to uſe the ex- * 
Ern had no eyes but for his daughter: and hs 

aw in this event the miſcarriage of his deſign, of tak. 
ing the right of elderſhip from the branch of Medina -_ 
$1donia ! He was ſo much affected, that for ſome days | 
be ſhut himſelf up, and would ſee nobody but me, 
who, conforming myſelf to his immoderate grief, 
ſeemed as much afflifted as he. To tell the truth, 1 4 
made uſe of this occaſion to ſhed freſh tears to the me- 

mory of Antonia. The reſemblance which her death I ©* 
Had to that of the marchioneſs de Toral burſt open 25 
again the wound which was but imper fectly cured, 


and renewed my affliction ſo much, that the miniſ- I gr, 
ter, overwhelmed as he was with his own ſorrow, 1 
could not belp being ſtruck with mine. He was afto. e 
niſhed to fee me enter fo warmiy into his chagrin; 00 
* Gil Blas, ſaid he one day, perceiving me plunged "Ws 
in the moſt melancholy rol fl 8 


s, it 18 a ſweet conſo- thai 
lation for me, to have ſuch a ſympathizing confident,” 


„ Ah! my lord, anſwered I, giving to him all the A 
honour. of my affliction, I maſt be very ungrateful . 
| and hard-hearted indeed, if I did not fincerely ſym 15 
WW . pathize with your grace. How can I confidertha I mo 
| 3 mourn the loſs of a daughter of accompliſhed me. i am 
xit, whom you tenderly loved, without mingling my oft 

tears with yours? No, my lord, I am fo ſenſible of to h 

Lads, that as long as 1 live I ſhall alwayt 


bare in y 
e in your pain as well as pleaſure.” 


Mr. Le Sage has here deviated from the true hib 
tory; fur Donna Maria died unmarried, though the 
was betrothed to Raymond de Guzman, Marqui 
of Toral, afrer wards created duke of Mdina de lay 
Torres. 28 
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n CHAP. X. | 


Cil Blas by accident meets the poet Nunnez, who tells king 
9 that he has compoſed a tragedy, which is immediately to 
be preſented on the prince's theatre. The bad fueceſs 
| that piece, with the ſurpriæing good luck which attende 


a T7 | 
; HE miniſter began to be confoled, and I of 


conſequence to reſume my good humour, When 
asc evening I went out all alone to take the air im my 
9 coach, and met in my way the Aſturian poet, whom 
il! had not ſeen fince he quitied the hoſpital. He being 
very well dreffed, I took him into the coach, and we 


u drove together to St. Jerome's meadow. 

** „Mr. Nunnez, faid I to him, I think myſelf very 
toe lucky in having met you by chance, otherwiſe 1 
mn mould not have had the pleaſure.“ No reproaches, 
ged Santillane, faid he with precipitation, I fincerely own 
1 that I had no intention to viſit thee, and thou ſhalg 


hear the reafon. You promiſed me a good poſt, pro- 
the WF vided 1 ſhould abjure poetry 1 and I have found a 
eu] very ſubſtantial one, on condition that I make verſe, 


Yr WF 1 have accepted this lalt, as molt ſuitable to my hu- 
that mour, A friend of mine has introduced me into the 
* family of Don Bertrand Gomez de Ribero, treaſurer 


of the king's gallies. This Don Bertrand, who wants 
lr d to have a wit in his pay, finding my verſification very 
wa i brilliant, has choſen me preferably to five or fix au- 

thors. who offered them (elves candidates for the em- 

0 ployment of his private ſecretary. “ 

ni © 1 am very glad to hear it, my dear Fabricio, ſaid 
I, for that Don Bertrand is in all appearance ve 
rich.“ „ Rich! anſwered he, they lay he bas fach 
immenſe wealth, that he cannot count it. Be that as 
It will, my office is this ; 3 piques himſelf upon 


being 
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being gallant, and would paſs for a man of genius, 
he keeps a literary correſpondence with feveral very 
ſprightly ladies, and I lend him my pen to compoſe 
billets filled with wit and humour. I write for him, 
in verſe to one, in proſe to another, and ſometime 
in perſon carry the letters, to ſhew the multiplicity of 
my talents.” ä | 
& But thou haſt not told me, ſaid I, what I chiefly 
defire to know ; art thou well paid for thy epiltolary 
epigrams ?”” „Very largely, hereplied. Rich pco- 
ple are not always generous, and I know ſome of 
them who are mere ſcrubs! but Don Bertrand uſes 
me very nobly. Over and above two hundred piſ- 
toles of fixed wages, I frequently reccive from him 
mall gratifications, which put me 1n.a condition to 
act the gentleman, and paſs my time agreeably with 
ſome authors, who are like me enemies to care.” 
% But (I reſumed) has thy treafurer taſte enough to 
reliſh the beauties of a work of genius, and to per- 
ceive its faults??? “ Not at all, (anſwered Nunne?z) 
though he can talk ſpecioufly, he is by no means a 
conneiſſeur. He gives himſclf out, however, for ano- 
ther Tara *, decides boldly, and ſupports his opi- 
nion with ſuch loudneſs and obſtinacy, that generally 
when he diſputes, his antagoniſt is obliged to yield, 
in order to avoid the ſhower of ill language with 
which he is wont to overwhelm his opponents.“ 
© Thou mayeſt well bclieve(purſued he) that I am 
very cautious of contradicting him, whatever cauſe he 
ives me for ſo doing; for beſides the diſagreeable 
Epithets which I ſhould certainly bring on myſelf, I 
might poſſibly be turned out of doors. I therefore 


+ Sp. Metius Tarpa, a famous critic of the Auguſtan 
age: his tyibunal was in the temple of Apollo, where 
he lat with four colleagues, to judge the merit of all 
theatrical performances, before they were exhibited 
ou the ſtage, 2 "70 
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prudently applaud what he praiſes, and diſapprove of 
every thing which he condemns. By this *complat- 
ſance, which colts me nothing, becauſe I poſſeſs the 
art of accommodating myſelf to the characters of thoſe 
who can befriend me, I have gained the friendſ{hip* 
and eſteem of my patron. He has engaged me to com- 
ole a tragedy on a ſubject which he fuggeſted. 1 
. accordingly finiſhed it under his eye; and if it 
ſucceeds, I ſhall owe one part of my glory to his goo@ 
advice.“ r | 15 
I aſked the title of his tragedy, and he told me it 
was called the Count de Saſdugne, informing me at the 
lame time, that it would be repreſented in three days 
on the prince's theatre.“ IT with (an{wered I) that 
it may have a great run, and I have ſuch a good opt 
nion of thy genius, as to hope it will.” „ I hope fo 
too, (ſaid he) but there is no dependance upon ſuck” 
hope, ſo uncertain are authors of the event of a dras 
matic picce.” At length the firſt day of its repreſenta-" 
tion arrived; and as I could not go to the play, being 
hindered by a commiſſion J had to perform for his 
grace, all that I could do was to ſend Serpio thither, 
that I might, at leait, know that very evening the ſuc- 
ceſs of a performance in which I intereſted myſelf. 
After having waited with impatience, I faw him re- 
turn with a look from which I conceived a bad omen. 
* Well, (ſaid'I) how hath the Count de Saldagne bern 
received by the public? « Very brutally anfwered he 
never was piece more bai barouſly uſed, I came away 
incenſce at the inſolence of the pit.” © And I (faid 
I) am incenſed at the fury of Nunnez, in compoſing 
plays. Muſt he not have loſt his judgment entirely, 
to prefer the ignominious ſhouts and hiiles of an au- 
dience, to the happy lot which I could have E 
for him ?” Thus through friendſhip did 1 inveight 
againſt the Aſturian poet, and afflicted myſelf at the 


misfortune of his piece, while he exulted in the 
event, 
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Two days after, he actually came ta my houſe in d 
tranſport of jov. * Santillane, (cried he) I am coms 
to ſhare wh thee the extreme pleaſure which I feel» 
In compoling. a bad play, my . I have made 
my fortune. Thou knoweſt the ſtrange reception $a 
Vhich the Count de Saldagne met with; all the ſpecta 
tors exclaimed againſt him, as if for a wager, and 
to that general exclamation I owe my good for- ] 
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Aſtoniſhed to hear the poet Nunnez talk in that ne 
manner; How, Fabricio, (ſaid I) is it poſſible that fi 
the fall of thy tragedy can juſtify this thy immoderate pr 
zoy ??* © Yes ſure, {anſwered he) I told thee before, 2 


that Don Bertrand had inſerted ſome of his own com- ol 
poſition in aſy piece, which of conſequence he thought he 
excellent. He was violently picqued to find the ſpecs 10 
tators of a different opinion, and this morning ſaid to ſo 
me, Nunnez, Victrix cauſa Dits placuit. ſed vicla | 
Catont : if the public is dilpleafed with thy produc» 
tion; in recompence, it pleaſes me, 3nd that is enough. by 
To canſole thee for the bad taſte of the age, I will ol 
give thee two thouſand crowns a-year on my eſtate ; th 
et us go inſtamly to my notary, and have the deed m. 
dran. We went thither accordingly, the treafurer . 
bas ſigned the deed, and paid me the firſt year ad» if 
vance.”” | p 
I congratulated Fabricio en the happy fate of the d 

Count de Sal dag ne, ſince it had turned out ſo much to 
ms the author's advantage. Thou hall reaſon (con- p 
_ toc he) io complimeut me on that occaſion; how 11 
bappy am I in having been ſoundly hiſſed! 11 the 0 
W public had been kind enough to honour me with ap- 0 
RE pla, what ſervice ſhould I have received from it ? " 
=_ Nothing of conſequence, I ſhould have got buta t; 
very moderate ſum for my labour, {whereas its hiſſes }; 
44 have all of a ſudden made mecaſy for like,” , i 1 
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CHAP. XI. 


Santillane obtains an employment for Scipio, who departs 
for New Spain, 8 


Y ſecretary could not without envy look upon 
the unexpected good ſortune of the poet Nun 
ner, which was the ſole ſubject of his diſcourſe dis 
ring cight whole days. 1 admire (ſaid he) the cas 
price of Fortune, that ſometimes delights in loading 
a deteſtable author with wealth, while the leaves men 
of genius in miſery; I with ſhe would take it in het 
head to enrich me alfo in the ſpace of one night.“ 
„% That may very well happen, ſaid I, and much 
ſooner than you imagine, "Thou art here in her tems 
le, for I think we may call the prime-mmtlter's 
ouſe the temple of fortune, where favours are often 
beſtowed, which all of a ſudden enrich thoſe who 
obtain them.“ „That is true, Sir, anſwered he, but 
they muſt be waited for with patience.” ' Once 
more, Scipio, ſaid I, make yourſelf eaſy; perhaps 
you are on the point of kavirg ſome good poſt.“ A 
few day after, an opportunity actually offered of em 
ploying him advantageouſly in the ſervice of the cd uni- 
duke, and I did not let it eſcape. | 
Diſcourſing one morning with Don Raymond Ca- 
poris, teak of the prime miniſter, our converſation 
turned upon his elne revenues. His grace 
aid he) enjoys the commanderies of all the military 
orders, which are worth forty thouſand crowns per 
annum, and he is obliged to wear the ctoſs of Alcan» 
tara only, Beſides, his three polls of great'chamber- 
lain, maſter of the horſe, and grand chancellor of the 
Indies, bring 19 two haute] thoufand more ; and 
all that is nothing in compariſon to the irmmente 
ſums which he draws from ica. I will _—— 
W 7 
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how ; when the king's ſhips ſet ſail from Seville or 
Liſbon for that country, he embarks on board of them d 
wine, oil and corn, which his eftate of Olivarez af. b 
fords, and he pays no duty. He ſells theſe commo- 
dlities in the Indies for four times the price which they tc 
would yield in Spain, then employs the money in I 
urchaſing {pices, colours, and other things which are p! 
3 for almoſt nothing in that new world, and af- 00 
ter wards are {old at a high rate in Europe. He has a 
already. got many millions by this traffick, without co 
doing the leaſt prejudice to the king, What will not nc 
ſurpriſe you, (continued he) is, that the people em- 
ployed in tranſacting this commerce always return 
enriched, the count allowing them to take care of their 
own fortune, while they manage his.” | 
Coſcolina's fon, who liſtened to our diſcourſe, Do 
could not hear Don Raymond talk thus, without in- / 
terrupting him. Zooks! Signior Caporis, I ſhould 
be glad to be one of theſe people, for I have long | 
wiſhed to fee Mexico.” “ Your curioſity will ſoon 8 
be ſatisfied (ſaid the ſteward to him) if Signior de | 
Santillane has no objection to your deſire. Tho'I n 
am very nice in the choice of thoſe whom I ſend to hin 
the Indies on this employment, (for I chooſe them Jede 
all) I will, without beſitation, inſert you in my re- . 
giſter,, if your maſter deſires it.“ You will oblige {M'*!! 
me in ſo doing (ſaid I to Don Raymond), pray give ſup; 
me that mark of your friendſhip. Scipio is a young MW” ©" 
man I love; beſides, he has a great deal of under- e. 
ſtanding, and will behave in an irreproachable man- Don 
755 in a word, I can anſwer for him as for my- 1 a 
elf.” G WC! 
lf that be the caſe (reſumed Caporis), let him re- Up] 
pair immediately to Seville, the ſhips will ſail for the WW" 
wm in a month. He ſhall have a letter from me at nd. 
his departure, for a man who will give him all nece- .“ 
ſary inſtructions to enrich himſelf, without preju- wu 


— 
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dicing the intereſts of his excelleney, which muſt eve 
be looked upon as facred.“ Rs 

Scipio, charmed with his employment, made haſte: 
to {et out for Seville, with a thouſand crowns Which 
I gave him, to hay wine and oil in Andaluſia, and 
put him in a condition to trade in the Indies on his: 
own bottom. Nevertheleſs, glad as he was to make 
a voyage by which he hoped to profit ſo much, he 
could leave me without ſhedding tears; and 1 could 
not behold his departure with difference. en 


* 


CHAP, XII. 


Don Alp hon ſo de Leyva comes to Madrid; the motive of 
is journey. Gul Blas is affticked at the cauſe; "bub 
rejoices at the conſequence of it. ad 


CIPO was fearcely gone when s page belongs 

ing to the miniſter brought to me a billet con- 
taing theſe words, “ If Signior de Sautillane will give 
himſclf the trouble to call at St. Gabriel's head in To- 
ledo-{treet, he will there ſee one of his beſt friends.“ 
« who can this anonymous friend be? (ſaid J to my 
felt) Why does he conceal his name ? he wants, I 
ſuppoſe, to give me the pleaſure of furprize.” 1 
vent out immediately to Toledo-flreet, and going to 
the appointed place, was not a little aſtoniſhed to fee 
Don Alphonſo de Leyva.“ Are you here, my 
„d!“ (cried I.) “ Yes, my dear Gil Blas, (an- 
Iwered he, hugging, me cloſe in his arms) it is Don 
\lphonſo himfelf whom you ſee,” © What brings 
yon to Madrid?“ (faid I.) „ Iwill both ſurprize 
nd afflict you (he repled), in telling the cauſe of m 
vurney, I am deprived of the government of Va- 
encia, and the prime miniſter has ordered me to 
ourt, to give an account of my condae.,”” I res 
balncd a whole quarter of an hour mute and thun- 
der · truck; 
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der · ſtruck, then recovering myſelf, aſked what he 
was accuſed of ? © I know nothing of the matter 
(anſwered he), but impute my diſgrace to a vikit 
which I made about three weeks ago to the Cardinal 
duke of Lerma, who has been a month confined to 
his caſtle of Denia. ” | 

O! truly (ſaid I, interrupting him) you have rea- 
ſon to attribute your misfortune to that indiſcreet vi- 
fit; you need ſ{cek}tor the cauſe of it no where elle; 
and give me leave to ſay, yqu did not conſult your 
uſual prudence, when you went to viſit the diſgraced 
miniſter,” © Theerror is now committed (ſaid he), 
and 1 have taken my-reſolution-with a good graee, 
I will retire with my family to the caſtle of Leyva, 
where I will ſpend the reſt of my days in profound 
peace. All that gives me concern is, my being 
obliged to appear before a haughty miniſter, who 
may poſſibly treat me uncivilly. A ſufficient morti- 
fication to a Spaniard ! neverthelefs it muſt be borne; 
but before I would make this ſubmiſſion, I was wil 
ling to ſpeak with you.” 

„ My lord {ſaid I), don't preſent yourſelf before 
the miniſter, until I know what you are accuſed of; 
perhaps the evil is not without remedy. Be that as it 
will, you muſt allow. me, if you pleaſe, to exert my- 
ſelf in your favour, as much as gratitude and friend- 
ſhip require.” So ſaying, I left him at the inn, af- 
ſuring him that he ſhould hear from me ſoon, 

As I had not meddled in ſtate affairs, ſince the two 
memorials, of which eloquent mention has been 
made, I went to Cainero, and aſked if it was true 
that the government of Valencia had been taken from 
Don Alphonſo de Leyva. He anſwered in the afhr: 
mative, but ſaid he was ignorant of the cauſe, Upon 
this, I formed a reſolution, without heſitation, to ads 

dreſs myſelf to his grace, that I. might learn from his 
1 cauſe he had to complain of Don Czfar's 
On. 
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I was ſo much penetrated with this troubleſome 
event, that I had no occaſion to effect a malancholy * 
look to appear afflicted in the eyes of the count duke. 
« What is the matter, Santillane ? (ſaid he as ſoon as 
he ſaw me) I perceive an impreſſion of forrow on 
thy countenance, and even tl:e tears ready to dro 
from thine eycs: has any body injured thee ? ſpeck 
and thyu ſhalt be revenged.” „ My lord (anſwered 
I weepivg) I could not conceal my forrow from you, 
it would; Iam quite in deſpair, being told that 
Don Alphonſo de Leyva, is no longer governor of 
Valencia; for I could not have heard a piece of 
news that would affect me more.” „What ſayſt 
thou, Gil Blas? (replied the miniſter aſtoniſhed) 
What concern canſt thou have with that Don Al- 
phonſo and his government ?” TI then gave him a 
detail of all the obligations Llay under to the lords of 
Leyva : and afterwards recounted in what manner I 
had obtained from the duke of Lerma, the govern- 
ment in queſtion, for Don Czſar's fon. | 
When his excellency had heard me to an end, with 
an attention full of kindneſs for me, he ſaid, © Dry 
up thy tears, my friend. I not only was ignorant of 
what thou haſt told me, but own alfo, that I look - 
ed upon Don Alphonſo as a creature of the cardinal 
of Lerma: put thyſelf in my place; would not the 
viſit which he made to his eminence, make thee ſuſ- 
pect him? T am willing to belicve, however, that 
having received his employment from the cardinal,' 
he took that fiep out of pure gratitude, I am ſorry 
tor having difplaced a man who owed his poſt 10 
thee; but if I have deſtroyed thy work, I can repair 
It. I will even do more for thee, than the duke of 
Lerma did: thy friend Don Alphonſo was no more 
than the governor of the city of Valencia and I Will 
make him Viceroy of the kingdom of Arragon: thou 
mayſt go and inform him of this piece of news, and 
delue him to come and take the oaths, 
When 
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When I heard theſe words, I paſſed from the ex- 
tremity of grief to an exceſs of joy, which diſturbed, 
my intelle&s ſo much, that my diſorder appeared in 
the compliment of thanks, which I mage to his 
grace, who was not, however, diſplzated at my 
confahon. But when I told him that Don Alphonſo 
was already at Madrid, he ſaid I might introduce 
him that very day. I ran immcdiately to the St, 
Gabriel, where Don Cæſar's ſon was overjoyed to 
hear of his new employ ment ; he could ſcarce believe 
what I ſaid, ſo imprebable did it ſeem to him, that 
the miniſter, whatever friendſhip he had for me, Was 
eapable of beſtowing vice-royalties on my recom» 
mendation. I conducted him to the count-duke, who, 
received him very politely, and told him, © He had 
behaved ſo well in his government of the city of Va- 
lencia, that the king thinking him qualiſted to fill an 
higher place, had named him to the viceroyalty of 
Arragon. Beſides (added he} that dignity is not 
above your birth, and the nobility of Arragon cans 
not murmur at the choice of the court.” 

His excellency made no mention of me, and the 
Rb never knew the part which Iacted in this af- 

ir: a circumſtance that ſaved Don Alphonſo and 
the miniſter, a great many ſatirical remarks that 
people might have paſſed upon a viceroy of my 
making. 

As loon as Don Cæſar's fon was certain of the 
place, he diſpatched an expreſs to Valencia to inform 
his father and Screphina of his good fortune, and they 
foon came to Mad id: their firſt care was to nnd me, 

> and overwhelm me with thanks. What a moving 
and glorious ſight was it for me, to ice myſelf em- 
braced with cagerneſs by tbe three perſons in the 
world whom I loved molt ! As ſenſible of wy zeal 
and affection as of the honour which the poſt of 
viceroy did to. their family, their expreſſions of 
ratitude to me az to ane of their own rank; they 
— 0. Mete iafane: they cven ſpoke * 
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| GIL BLAS. * OL 
beve forgot that I was their fervent; end thought 


they could never enough manifeſt their friendſhips 


To ſuppreſs uſcleſs circamftances, Don Alphonſo 
having received his letters patent, thanked the king 
and his miniſter; and having taken the uſual oaths, 
ſet out with his family from Madrid, to and fix 
his abode at Saregolla “, Where he made his en- 
trance with all poſſible magnificenes: aud the Arra- 
gonians ſhewed by their acclamations, that — 
were very well pleated with the viceroy whom 1 

fet over them. | 


TC H- A 1 XIII. 


gi! Blas meets Don Gaſton de Cogollos, and Don Andrea 
de Tordefillas, at the palace. The conclufion of the 
ſtory of Don Gaſton and Donna Helena de Galiſteo. San- 
tillane does an important preceof ſervice to Tordgillas. 


I Swam in joy for having fo luckily changed a diſ- 
placed governor into a viceroy ; even the lords of 
Leyva were leſs plcaſed at it than I was. I ſoon had 
another opportunity of employing my credit for a 
friend; which 1 think I ſhould relate, to perſuadle 
the reader that I was no longer the ſame Gil Blas, 
who fold the favours of the court, under the pre- 
x:cding miniſtry. | d 
Being one day in the king's antichamber diſcourſe 
ing with noblemen, who, knowing my ſituation with 
the prime miniſter, did not diſdain my converſation g 


I perceived in the croud Don Gaſton de Cogollos, 


Saragoſſa, formerly Cæſarea Auguſta, an ancient 
city upon the river Ebro, capital of the kingdom of 


Arragon, It has an archbiſhop, ſovereign council, 


pad 15 che ſeat oſ an univerſity and inquilition, 4 
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that ſtate priſoner whom I had left in the tower of 
. Segovia, and the keeper Don Andrea de Tordeſillas 
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along with him. I immediateiy quitted my' com- 
pany to go and embrace theſe two friends, whom if 
the we niſhed to ſee me there, I was ſtill more 
Toto” meet in that place. Aſter ſome warm hugs on 

oth ſides, Don Galton: ſaid to me, Signior de San- 


, tillane, we have a world of queitions to aſk mu- 
- tually, and this is not a convenient place for that 


| Purpoſe ; allow me to conduct you to à houſe, 
where Signior de Tordeſillas and I will be glad to 
have a long converſation with you.“ I conſented 
to this propoſal; we ſqueezed through the croud, 
and going out of the palace, found Don Gaſton's 
coach waiting for us in the ſtreet; we went into 
it all three, and were driven to the great market 
place, where the bull fights are pertormed, and 
there Cogollos lived in a very handſome houſe, 
% Signior Gil Blas (ſaid Don Andrea, when we were 
ſet in a hall magnificently furniſhed) at your depar 
ture from Segovia, you ſeemed to hate the count 
and to be retolved to remove from it for ever. 
© That was actually my deſign, (anſwered 2 
ſo long as the late king lived, I did not chang: 
my ſentiments; but when I underſtood that thi 
rince his ſon was on the throne, I was willing to ſe 
if the new monarch would know me-again ; he dit 
recolle& me, and I had the good fortune to be favoy 
ably. received ; he himſelf recommended me to t 
prime-miniſter, who has conceived a friendſhip fc 
me, and with whom I am in ſtill greater favour tha 
ever I was with the duke of Lerma. This, Signic 
Don Andrea, is what I had to tell you. Now, pra 
let me know if you are {till keeper of the tower 
Segovia?“ © No, indeed, he replicd, the count-d 
has put another in my place, in all probability belie 
ing me wholly devoted to his predeceſſor,” * Ar 
_ as for me, ſaid Don Gaſton, I was ſet at liberty for 
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quite contrary reaſon. The prime-minifter no ſooner 


learned that | was impriſoned at Segovia, by the duke 
of Lerma's order, than he ordered me to be diſcharg- 
ed; it now remains, Signior Gil Blas, to inform you 
of wor has happened to me, ſince I have been en» 
larged. 2340 
The firſt thing I did, continued he, after having 
thauked Don Andrea for his kindneſs to me, during 
my confinement, was to repair to Madrid, and preſent 
myſelf before the count-duke d'Olivarez, who ſaid to 
me, “ Don't be alraid that the misfortune which 
hath happened to you will in the leaſt prejudice your 
reputation: you are now fully juſtified : and I am 
the more convinced of your innocence, becauſe the 
marquis of Villareal, whoſe accomplice you were ſul. 
pected to be, was not guilty; for, though he is a Por- 
tugueze, and even related to the duke of Braganza, 
he is not fo much in his intereſts as in thoſe of the 
king my maſter, Your intimacy with that marquis 
is therefore no reproach upon you; and in order to 
repair the injuſtice which you ſuffered, in being ac- 
cuſed of treaſon, the king has beſtowed upon you 'a 
lieutenancy in the Spaniſh guards.” I accepted the 
commiſſion, begging that his excellency would allow 
me, before 1 ſhould enter upon my duty, to go to 
Coria, and viſit my aunt Donna Eleonora de Laxa- 
rilla, The miniſter gave me leave for-a month, and 
I ſet out accompanied by one lacquey only: we had 
already paſled Calmedar, and were engaged in a 
hollow road, between two mountains, when we Per- 
ccived a cavalier defending himſelf valiantly, againſt 
three men, who attacked him altogether. I did not 
heſitate, but rode to his ſuccour, and put myſelf on 
his ſide, I obferved while we fonght, that our ence 
mies were maſked, and that we had to do with vigor- 
ous ſwordimen; however, in ſpite of their ſtrength 
and ſkill, we remained conquerors; for, 1 pierced 
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' Expence of your life; Iam even glad of having COR» 
1 


8 If * 
— 3. 


ae of the ahne, who fell from his horſc, and: the 


other two immediately beiook themſelves to flight. 
| D indeed, was not much leſs fatal to ns than 


to the wretch whom 1 had killed; ſince after the ac- 


tion, my companion and 1 ſound our ſelves danger. 


ouſly wounded. But you may gueſs what wzs my fur. 
prize, when, in this cavalicr, I recollected Combados, 


he huſband of Donna Helena! He was no leſs aſto- 


niſhed when he ſaw that I was his defender: Ah 
Don Gaſton ! cried he, was it you then who came to 
my zaſhiltance! when you ſo generoufly eſpouſed my 
cauſe, you little thought it was that of the man who 
deprived you of your:miltre(s.” I was really ig- 
Norant of it, anſwered 1, but had I known you, do 


you imagine that I ſhould have, ſcrupled to do what I 
have done? are vou ſo much miltaken in me, 8s to 
think me ſo baſe 3 \ 

better opinion of your virtue; and if I die of the 
wounds which I have received, I hope yours will not 
hinder you from OE by my death.“ * Combg- 


% No, no, he replied, I have a 


dos, {aid I, althoygh I have not yet: forgat Donna 
Helena, know, that I don't deſire to enjoy her, at the 


tributed towards {aving you from the ſwords of three 


aſſaſſins, hace in that I have performed an action 


agreeable to your wife.” While we con verſed in 
this manner, my lacquey alighted, and approaching 
the dead cavalier, took off his maſk, . 
Features which Combados immediately knew. It 


Is Caprara! cried he, that perfidious couſin, who, out 


of ſpite for having been diſappointed of a rich eſlate 
which he unjuſtly diſputed wich me, bas a long time 
cheriſhed the defire of murdering me, and at length, 
choſen this day to put it in execution; but heaven hath 
permitted him to fall a victim to his on deſign.“ 
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